m 


> 

t 


•t 


I 


THE 


AND 

FllIEI^B  OF  IISiRAEL, 


NOVEMBER,  1823. 


LETTER  FROM  A SOi\  OF 
ABRAHAM. 

To  the.  Editors  of  the  Jewish  Expositor. 

Gentlemen, 

I TRUST  the  time  is  .it  length  come 
when  all  douhts  must  he  effectually 
silenced,  either  as  regards  the  duty 
of  Christians  to  promote,  by  every 
lawful  means,  the  spiritual  welfare, 
and  the  ultimate  conversion  of  God’s 
ancient  people,  or  the  power  and 
faithfulness  of  God  to  bless  such  en- 
deavours and  exertions,  (as  far  as 
they  are  continued  on  Scripture 
principles,  and  in  the  true  spirit  of 
faith  and  love).  It  is,  alas!  hut  a 
very  short  period  since  it  has  pleased 
God  to  bring  me  to  the  knowledge 
of  Him,  whom  to  know  is  eternal 
life ; but  nevertheless,  I have  had 
various  opportunities  of  conversing 
with  many  Christians  of  different 
sects  and  denominations,  and  it  has 
been  matter  of  deep  regret,  to  behold 
the  apathy  and  coldness  which  exist 
in  the  minds  even  of  pious  Christians, 
towards  those,  who,  whatever  may 
be  their  present  state  of  moral  de- 
gradation, h.ave  many  powerful  claims 
upon  their  sympathy,  and  even  their 
gratitude.  But  I presume  that  no 
one  can  have  read  the  pages  of  your 
Expositor  for  the  last  few  months, 
or  become  acquainted  with  the  amaz- 
ing change  which  is  taking  jdace  in 
the  moral,  religious,  and  political 
state  of  the  once  loved  people  of  God, 
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and  who  shall  not  feel  convinced  that 
the  conversion  even  of  Jewish  hearts, 
and  the  conviction  of  Jewish  under- 
standings, are  not  beyond  the  power 
of  that  blessed  Spirit,  whose  office 
alone  it  is  to  turn  man  from  the  evil 
imaginations  of  his  heart,  or  the 
sinner  from  the  wickedness  of  his 
ways;  and  that  if  a moral  miracle  he 
necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of 
this  great  object,  such  a miracle  is 
in  fact  now  performing.  I have 
made  use  of  the  terms,  power  and 
faithfulness  of  God,  (with  reverence 
be  it  spoken,)  because  when  1 read 
the  Scriptures  and  behold  the  free 
invitations  that  are  there  given  to  all 
men,  whether  bond  or  free,  Jew  or 
Greek,  to  partake  of  the  blessed  pri- 
vileges of  the  Gospel  of  Christ ; and 
on  the  other  hand,  when  I contem- 
plate the  anxiety  and  sympathy  which 
the  blessed  Saviour  (during  his  per- 
sonal ministry,)  and  the  inspired 
apostles  displayed  for  the  lost  sheep 
of  the  house  of  Israel ; I am  per- 
fectly at  a loss  to  account  for  the  in- 
difference of  those,  for  many  of  whom 
I have  the  deepest  regard  and  vene- 
ration. Nor  can  I help  thinking  that 
(whatever  reasons  they  may  assign 
for  this  neglect  of  so  important  a 
work  of  love.)  if  they  would  but 
carefully  sound  their  own  hearts, 
they  would  find  that  a want  of  faith 
is,  after  all,  the  true  cause.  I hope 
ray  Christian  friends  will  not  accu.se 
me  of  a want  of  that  charity  without 
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which  all  onr  professions  are  but 
vanity  ; luit  inleresteil,  |icrsonally  in- 
terested as  I am  in  the  temporal  and 
eternal  well-being  of  the  nation,  of 
which  I have  the  honour  of  being  a 
member;  and  which,  whatever  may 
be  the  change  that  has  taken  place 
in  my  religious  views,  is  still,  or  I 
should  rather  -say  is  more  strongly 
endeared  to  me  by  the  strongest 
ties  of  alTection  and  regard ; 1 can- 
not contemplate,  without  grief  and 
anxiety,  the  little  that  has  hitherto 
been  done  in  preaching  to  ray  long 
persecuted  nation  that  unknown  God 
whom  they  zealously  but  ignorantly 
worship.  That  during  the  reign  of 
jiapal  ignorance  and  superstition, 
when  men’s  minds  were  bound  down 
as  it  were  in  chains  of  darkness, 
Satan  should  have  triumphed  in  pre- 
venting any  rational  attempts  to- 
wards the  accomplishment  of  an  ob- 
ject, which  would  have  tended  so 
much  to  lessen  his  dominion,  is  not  a 
matter  of  much  surprise.  But  I do 
marvel,  that  during  the  three  last 
centuries,  when  the  Bible,  and  conse- 
quently the  true  Spirit  of  Christianity, 
has  been  gradually  dilTusing  it.self 
among  all  ranks  and  classes  of  so- 
ciety ; and  when  that  daring  apostacy 
has  been  consuming  by  the  “ Spirit 
of  the  Lord’s  mouth,”  and  the 
preaching  of  his  word  ; Ido  marvel, 

1 say,  that  this  object,  so  important 
to  the  Christian  church,  should  have 
been  in  a great  measure,  till  within 
the  last  few  years,  entirely  overlooked. 
Oh  ! then,  let  me  entreat  such  of  ray 
Christian  friends  as  have  yet  done 
nothing,  either  by  prayer  or  other- 
wise, to  promote  the  Christian  wel- 
fare of  my  long  neglected  nation  ; 
let  me  entreat  you  to  use  every 
means  to  make  up  for  that  your  in- 
difference, and  thus  remove  this  stum- 
bling-block, and  this  di.sgrace  to  the 
Christian  church.  What  is  a Jew  to 
think  of  those  Christians  whom  he 
sees  daily  around  him,  and  who  pro- 
fessing to  be  alone  in  possession  of 
the  means  of  eternal  life,  are  never- 
theless indifferent  to  the  stale  of 
their  perishing  brethren  ? Can  he 


believe  them  to  be  sincere  ? Or  if 
sincere,  what  must  he  think  of  a re- 
ligion which  can  inspire  its  professors 
with  such  apathy,  or  rather  cruelly, 
towards  their  fellow  mortals  ? Such 
was  not  the  example  set  you,  ray 
Christian  friends,  by  the  blessed  Re- 
deemer or  his  apostles.  1 would 
remind  you  of  the  words  of  him  who 
was  the  chiefest  of  the  apostles  him- 
self, and  1 rejoice  in  saying  it,  him- 
self a Jew.  Saul  of  Tarsus,  whilst 
contemplating  and  rejoicing  in  the 
love  of  his  Saviour,  and  in  the  fer- 
vency of  his  joy,  and  exclaiming, 
Who  shall- separate  as  from  the  love 
of  Christ,  could  with  the  same  breath, 
as  it  were,  appeal  to  his  conscience 
and  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  he  had 
great  heaviness  and  continual  sorrow 
in  his  heart,  that  he  could  even  wish 
himself  accursed  from  Christ  for  his 
brethren,  his  kinsmen  after  the  flesh. 

I would  remind  you  of  the  Saviour 
himself,  who  whilst  foretelling  the 
destruction  and  desolation  of  that 
blind  and  deluded  generation,  could 
exclaim  in  the  bitterness  of  his  grief: 
“ 0 Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  thatkillest 
the  prophets,  and  stonest  them  that 
are  sent  to  thee  ; how  ofte!>  would  I 
have  gathered  thy  children  together, 
even  as  a hen  gatherelh  her  chickens 
under  her  wings,  and  ye  would  not.” 
And  can  you  withhold  your  sympathy, 
your  prayers,  and  your  exertions,  in 
behalf  of  those  whose  spiritual  wel- 
fare could  excite  such  feelings  in  the 
minds  of  Christ  aud  his  disciples  ? I 
am  aware  that  there  are  many  ob- 
stacles in  the  way  of  promoting 
Christianity  arfongst  my  Jewish  bre- 
thren ; but  I am  convinced  at  the 
same  time  that  there  are  none  which 
the  Spirit  of  God  cannot  overcome. 
It  is  said  that  they  are  in  a state  of 
moral  degradation,  and  I am  afraid 
it  is  but  too  true : but  for  such  is 
the  Gospel  of  Christ,  “ They  that 
are  wholc'need  not  a physician,  but 
they  that  are  sick.”  And  on  the  other 
hand,  what  is  the  cause  of  this  moral 
degradation  ? Let  us  read  the  page  of 
history;  the  history  of  almost  every 
country  during  almost  eighteen  cen- 
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turies,  and  there  we  shall  find  it. — 
Have  not  my  Jewish  ancestors  been 
literally  a bye-word  and  a curse, 
subjected  to  cruelties  and  perse- 
cutions, unparalleled  in  the  history 
of  man — and  compelled  to  avail 
themselves  of  every  subterfuge,  and 
every  kind  of  breach  of  faith,  in 
order  to  preserve  their  persons  and 
their  property  ? And  shall  the  effects 
of  former  misconduct,  (effects  which 
now,  however,  1 trust,  are  ceasing 
with  the  causes  which  produced 
them)  shall  these  be  pleaded  as  an 
excuse  for  present  neglect  ? He  must 
be  an  unskilful  physician,  who,  after 
reducing  his  patient  to  the  worst  state 
of  misery  by  his  maltreatment,  should 
make  (hat  an  excuse  for  leaving  him 
to  perish. 

But  it  is  urged,  that  the  Jews  are 
obstinate,  and  that  they  continue  to 
spurn  from  them  the  glad  tidings  of 
salvation  after  they  have  been  re- 
peatedly made  known  to  them.  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  that  this  ob- 
jection comes  with  a very  ill  grace 
from  a Christian,  enlightened  by  the 
word  and  the  Spirit  of  God:  and  I 
would  ask  such  as  bring  it  forward, 
whether  they  were  happy  enough  to 
be  enabled  to  exclaim,  “ Lord  ! what 
shall  I do  to  be  saved,”  the  moment 
they  heard  the  Gospel  announced  to 
them?  and  if  such,  indeed,  had  been 
their  happy  experience,  if  they  knew 
none  of  their  Christian  friends  who 
had  been  warned  time  after  time  by 
the  dispensations  of  his  Providence 
and  the  preaching  of  his  word — but 
who  had  nevertheless  been  careless 
and  indifferent  day  after  day,  month 
after  month,  and  perhaps,  year  after 
year,  whilst  his  heavenly  Father  had 
been  waiting,  as  it  were,  for  them  to 
be  reconciled  unto  him~but  had  he 
deprived  them  of  the  means  of  grace, 
they  might  now  have  been  in  the 
situation  of  iny  Jewish  brethren,  pe- 
rishing for  lack  of  knowledge  ? But 
1 trust  the  time  is  now  come  when 
all  such  doubts  and  objections  arc 
put  an  end  to,  by  the  manifestations 
of  the  power  of  God,  in  turning,  I 
would  hope,  many  a son  of  Abraham 
to  the  spiritual  worship  of  himself. 


0 then,  let  me  entreat  all  my  Chris- 
tian friends,  to  make  up  for  their 
past  neglect  by  future  exertions,  re- 
membering, that  at  the  great  and 
awful  day,  when  the  Lord  of  Righte- 
ousness shall  again  appear,  to  pass 
sentence  upon  the  just  and  the  un- 
just; and  when  his  true  disciples, 
those  whose  robes  have  been  made 
while  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
shall  receive  a reward  of  grace  ac- 
cording to  the  measure  of  llieir  ex- 
ertions in  his  service;  the  question 
will  not  then  be  what  success  we  have 
had  in  promoting  his  kingdom,  or  in 
the  salvation  of  souls,  but  what  have 
been  our  endeavours  towards  that 
great  object.  It  is  my  earnest  prayer, 
that  God  may  pour  upon  the  Chris- 
tian church  the  Spirit  of  grace  and 
supplication  in  behalf  of  my  long 
degraded  brethren,  and  that  he  may 
bless  with  the  influence  of  that  Spirit 
every  exertion  for  their  spiritual 
welfare-  Without  this  every  labour 
will  be  in  vain.  And  I would  now 
entreat  the  prayers  of  all  that  may 
read  this  paper  in  behalf  of  those  of 
God’s  ancient  people  who  have  been 
led  to  .see  their  spiritual  necessities, 
and  to  lay  hold  on  eternal  life;  they 
are  exposed  to  many  temptations  in 
common  with  other  Christians,  but 
some  of  them  have  to  endure  trials 
of  a peculiar  nature,  such  as  arc 
hard  for  flesh  and  blood  to  bear ; 
in  these  the  God  of  all  grace  is 
alone  able  to  make  them  conquerors; 
he  alone  is  able  to  build  them  up  and 
give  them  an  inheritance  amongst 
all  them  that  are  sanctified.  May 
the  backslidings  of  some  of  their 
brethren,  which  have  been  much 
lamented,  may  they  inspire  us  with 
a spirit  of  prayer  and  watchfulness; 
and  as  a vessel  wrecked  upon  an  un- 
known rock,  and  which  serves  as  a 
beacon  to  all  future  mariners,  may 
their  fall  be  the  salvation  of  many. 
These  reflections  have  taken  me 
away  from  the  imme<liate  object  of 
this  paper,  viz.  to  call  the  attention 
of  some  of  your  correspondents  to 
a subject  which  is  of  great  impor- 
tance to  such  Israelites  as  have 
been  brought  into  the  liberty  of  the 


420 


Visions  of  a Son  of  Abraham. 


Gospel,  and  have  thus  been  delivered 
from  a burden  which  neitlier  they 
nor  their  ancestors  could  bear,  but 
with  whom  it  may  still  be  a subject 
of  consideration  how  far  the  glory 
of  God,  and  their  usefulness,  at 
least,  in  lessening  the  prejudices  of 
their  brethren,  may  be  promoted  bi/ 
adhering  to  those  rites  which  were 
graciously  given  to  us  by  the  God  of 
our  ancestors  as  a mark  of  distinc- 
tion; and  I presume  that  there  is  no 
Jew  who  has  been  brought  to  see  his 
interest  in  those  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral promises  which  God  has  given 
to  his  ancient  people,  when  they  shall 
return  to  the  Lord  their  God,  but 
must  be  anxious  to  preserve  his 
claim  as  far  as  in  him  lies.  It  is  ne- 
cessary, however,  to  recollect  that 
God,  whose  ways  are  not  as  our 
ways,  nor  his  thoughts  as  our 
thoughts,  will  meet  with  no  difficulty 
in  selecting  his  ancient  people,  and 
making  them  partakers  of  those 
precious  and  special  promises  which 
he  has  vouchsafed  unto  them.  Being 
personally  interested  in  this  matter, 

1 should  feel  obliged  if  some  of  your 
learned  correspondents  would  give  it 
their  serious  consideration ; and  as 
it  is  a question  in  which  very  many, 

I trust,  will  soon  be  found  to  have  a 
personal  interest,  1 should  hope,  that 
if  it  be  investigated  in  the  spirit 
of  prayer  and  of  faith,  we  shall  not 
he  permitted  to  err;  should  that 
even  he  the  case,  we  shall  soon  per- 
ceive it.  The  grass  withereth,  the 
flower  fadeth,  hut  the  word  of  God 
remaineth  for  ever.  I have  the 
honour  to  he  (literally)  and  what  is 
of  far  more  importance,  1 trust, 
•spiritually, 

A Son  of  Abraham. 


Vi.SIONS  OF  A SON  OF  ABRAHAM. 

MOUNT  CAU.MEL. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Jewish  Expositor. 
Gentlemen, 

I ASSUME  the  principles  proposed 
in  my  last  letter*  for  a just  inter- 
pretation of  the  Psalms,  and  now 


invite  your  attention  to  some  of 
those  divinely  inspired  compositions. 
It  is  incumbent  on  me,  however,  to 
premise  a few  observations,  by  way 
of  preparing  you  for  the  turn  which 
my  enquiries  will  begin  to  take.  1 
have  hitherto  sought  information  on 
the  single  question  arising  out  of  the 
promises  contained  in  the  books  of 
Moses;  namely,  when,  and  under 
what  circumstances  the  Israelites  will 
be  restored  to  their  own  land  ; and 
this,  in  such  a manner,  as  to  look 
for  nothing  beside  that  repentance 
and  that  renewed  obedience  to  the 
law,  which  Moses  has  represented  as 
sufficient  to  ensure  that  restoration 
at  the  hands  of  our  merciful  and 
gracious  God.  But  the  views  neither 
of  David,  nor  of  any  succeeding 
prophet,  can  be  thus  confined.  These 
sacred  writers  refuse  to  consider  the 
question  in  the  simple  form  in  which 
the  lawgiver  had  left  it.  They  were 
themselves  commissioned,  as  the  ages 
proceeded,  to  reveal  some  of  those 
“ secret  things,”  which  in  the  time 
of  Moses,  “ belonged  to  the  Lord 
our  God and  they  were  evidently 
persuaded  that  “ the  words  which” 
any  true  prophet  may  have  “ spoken 
in  bis  name,”  are  entitled  to  the 
same  reverence,  being  invested  with 
the  same  authority,  as  those  which 
were  confirmed  by  the  perceptible 
voice  of  the  Almighty,  accompanied 
by  so  many  incontestible  miracles, 
at  the  first  revelation  of  his  will  to 
Israel.  Hence. they  view  the  nation 
under  new  circumstances;  and,  there- 
fore, it  ought  not  to  surprise  us  that 
a new  character  is  brought  forwards 
in  their  writings,  and  placed  in  a 
situation  of  prominent  importance. 
Moses,  indeed,  had  intimated  that 
in  condescension  to  the  wishes,  al- 
though certainly  not  the  best  wishes 
of  the  people,  Jehovah  would  choose 
an  individual  from  araon^  his  bre- 
thren, and  sanction  their  appoint- 
ment of  him  to  the  ofiSce  of  king; 
(Deut.  xvii.  14 — 20.)  but  from  the 
day  wlien  the  prophetic  tongue  of 
Hannah  uttered  those  memorable 
words,  “ 7'he  Lord  shall  judge  the 
ends  of  the  earth,  and  he  shall  give 
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strength  unto  his  king,  and  exalt  the 
horn  of  his  Anointed;"  the  ejes  of 
Israel  have  been  directed  to  a higher 
character,  the  man  raised  up  and 
supported  by  Jehovah  as  his  vice- 
gerent ; the  object,  next  to  himself, 
of  supreme  veneration,  affiance,  and' 
obedience.  Judges  had  from  time 
to  time  been  appointed  from  several 
tribes  to  maintain  internal  order, 
and  achieve  various  temporary  deli- 
verances ; and  the  anointment  of 
Saul,  at  the  desire  of  the  nation, 
seemed  to  exalt  a Benjamite  family 
to  permanent  royalty;  but  the  dying 
prophecies  of  Jacob  had  unalterably 
reserved  the  mighty  and  glorious 
sceptre  of  Shiloh  for  a .descendant 
of  Judah  ; and  the  disobedient  son 
of  Kish  was  soon  compelled  to  hear 
the  irrevocable  decree  pronounced  by 
Samuel,  ‘‘  Thy  kingdom  shall  not 
continue ; the  Lord  hath  sought 
him  a man  after  his  own  heart,  and 
the  Lord  hath  commanded  him  to  be 


captain  over  his  people.”  The  per- 
petual elevation  of  the  power  to  be 
conferred  by  the  prophet’s  unction, 
above  that  of  the  high  priesthood, 
had  been  indirectly  announced  by  a 
“ man  of  God”  to  Eli ; for  so  I un- 
derstand the  words,  “ I will  raise 
me  up  a faithful  priest,  and  he  shall 
walk  before  mine  anointed  for 
ever;"  (1  Sam.  ii.  35.)  but  it  re- 
mained for  David  to  be  informed 
that  this  awful  dignity  should  attain 
an  indefinite  duration  in  his  family, 
and  should  be  connected  with  the 
final  establishment  of  Israel  in  a state 
of  jicace  and  happiness.  A reference 
to  the  COVENANT  which  it  pleased 
God  to  make  with  this  his  highly 
favoured  servant,  is  essential  to  a 
right  understanding  of  the  Psalms 
and  the  prophets,  and,  indeed,  of 
all  the  subsequent  dispensations  of 
divine  Providence.  Let  David  then 
now  appear,  and  declare  it  in  his  own 
words : — 


PSALM  II. 

'Ver.  1.  'Why  do  the  nations  rage. 

And  the  people  meditate  vanity  ? 

2.  The  kings  of  the  earth  arise,  and  the  rulers  confederate, 
Against  Jehovah,  and  against  his  anointed  one : 

3.  “ Let  us  break  asunder  their  bonds. 

And  cast  from  us  their  cords.” 

4.  He  who  sits  in  the  heavens  will  laugh, 

The  Lord  will  deride  them. 

5.  Then  will  he  speak  to  them  in  his  anger. 

And  in  his  wrath  will  he  terrify  them  ; 

6.  Even  I have  ordained  my  King, 

On  Zion,  the  mountain  of  my  holiness.” 

7. 1 will  declare  the  decree  ; Jehovah  hath  said  to  me, 

“ Thou  art  my  Son,  I to-day  have  begotten  thee : 

8.  Desire  of  me,  and  I will  give  the  nations  for  thine  inheritance. 
And  tlie  extremities  of  the  earth  for  thy  possession  ; 

9.  Thou  shalt  bruise  them  with  an  iron  rod. 

And  as  a potter’s  vessel  shalt  thou  crush  them.” 

10.  Now,  therefore,  ye  kings,  consider, 

Be  instructed,  ye  judges  of  the  earth  ; 

11.  Serve  ye  Jehovah  with  fear. 

And  rejoice  with  trembling  awe  : 

12.  Salute  the  chosen  one,  lest  he  be  angry. 

And  ye  perish  in  the  way ; 

For  his  wrath  will  be  quickly  kindled  ; — 

Blessed  are  all  who  trust  in  Him. 


In  the  last  verse  of  this  Psalm,  I 
am  compelled  by  critical  justice  to 
reject  the  commonly  received  trans- 
lation of  “)3>  {Bar).  1 find  no 
sufficieut  reason  for  believing  that 
the  word  had  acquired  the  sense  of 


Son  so ’early  as  the  time  of  David. 
Certainly  no  instance  is  alleged  of 
its  being  used  in  that  sense  by  any 
preceding  writer,  nor  by  David  him- 
self in  any  other  place.  The  Sep- 
tuagiut,  Vulgate,  Arabic,  and  iEthi- 
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opic  translators,  with  Jonathan  in 
his  Targum,  were  alike  ignorant 
that  David  could  have  found  the 
idea  of  Son  in  the  Hebrew  ")3  of 
his  own  age ; and  they  have  wisely 
refrained  from  supposing  him  to 
adopt  its  Chaldaic  signification  ; if, 
indeed,  it  then  signified  Son  in  Cbal- 
daic,  of  which  1 have  not  as  yet  seen 
any  certain  proof.  The  Syriac  ver- 
sion was  probably  the  first  to  intro- 
duce this  sense  into  the  passage 
before  us ; but  the  Syriac  trans- 
lators were  likely  to  be  unconsciously 
prejudiced  by  the  prevailing  usage 
of  the  times  in  which  they  lived.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Alexandrian 
Jews  and  their  followers  have  given 
a translation  equally  unauthorized: 
for  although,  as  the  incomparably 
learned  Biixtorf  remarks,  corn, 
may  be  metaphorically  used  for  the 
law  by  some  Talmudical  writers,  1 
think  the  figure  is  unexampled  in 
the  sacred  books.  Nor  can  I approve 
the  judgment  of  Symmachus,  who  is 
said  to  have  translated  the  word  as 
an  adverb,  '■  ’purely  for  thus  the  ge- 
neral sense  of  the  passage  appears  to 
be  defective,  not  to  dwell  in  this  case 
on  the  want  of  precise  examples. 
A curious  instance  occurs  of  the 
uncertainty  of  ancient  translators 
with  respect  to  this  word  in  Jerome’s 
Apology  against  Rufiinus.  This  en- 
lightened monk  of  Palestine  was 
charged  with  inconsistency,  because 
instead  of  the  Septuagint  translation, 
“ Receive  imlruclion,"  he  had  ren- 
dered the  clause  in  his  commen- 
taries, “ Kiss,  or  adore,  the  Son,'” 
and  afterwards  in  his  version,  ''Adore 
purely”  He  defends  himself  by 
candidly  staling,  that  the  expression 
was  aml)iguous,  and  might  be  used 
to  signify  these  three  different  things. 
On  the  whole,  1 am  disposed  to 
think,  that  Aquila  and  Kimchi  have 
justly  preferred  “ Ihe  chosen,  or  pure 
one and  that  for  the  following 
reasons.  The  preceding  verb, 
{Nashqu)  “ Kiss,”  appears  to  re- 
quire an  object ; I take  "!□  for  that 
object,  and  enquire  what  this  word 
would  signify  in  the  mouth  of  Da- 
vid. I find  it  used  by  him  in  other 


places,  as  by  the  sacred  writers  in 
general,  sometimes  as  an  adjective, 
for  pure,  clean,  separated  from 
other  things;  and  sometimes  as  a 
substantive,  either  for  purity,  or 
for  corn,  wheat,  &c.  The  radical 
idea  seems  to  be,  cleansing,  sepa- 
ration, or  choosing  as  pure ; whence 
the  term  is  applied  to  corn,  as  being 
grain  cleansed  or  separated  from 
the  chaff.  I now  view  the  object 
in  relation  to  its  verb,  and  to  the 
general  subject  and  tenor  of  Ihe 
Psalms.  Having  already  rejected 
corn  as  a figure  for  good  instruc- 
tion, I dwell  a little  on  the  other 
abstract,  purity,  which  appears  nei- 
ther unsuitable  for  the  verb,  nor 
unworthy  of  the  Psalmist’s  exhor- 
tation ; but  the  concrete,  the  pure, 
or  choice,  or  separated  person,  agrees 
much  better,  in  my  judgment  at 
least,  with  the  single  and  avowed 
purpose  of  the  Psalm.  This  was 
evidently  to  exalt  the  Messiah,  the 
king  of  Israel.  Against  him,  al- 
though supported  by  Jehovah,  the 
nations  are  represented  as  confe- 
derating ; in  his  favour  the  decree  of 
the  Most  High  is  declared;  with 
especial  reference  to  him  the  sur- 
rounding kings  are  exhorted  to  con- 
sider and  receive  instruction:  is  it 
not  therefore  almost  necessary  that 
he  should  be  named  in  the  exhor- 
tation } which  he  certainly  is  not, 
except  in  this  clause.  “ 7'he  Son,” 
therefore,  is  the  person  intended, 
although  s\ifiicient  proof  is  wanting 
that  the  term  by  which  David  here 
describes  him,  bore  this  precise  sense 
in  his  time.  That  sense,  however, 
it  did  afterwards  acquire,  as  appears 
from  repeated  instances  in  Ezra  and 
Daniel  ; and  if  the  last  chapter  of 
Proverbs  be  the  work  of  Solomon, 
of  which  I have  considera1)le  doubt, 
it  had  begun  to  be  so  used  in  the  age 
immediately  after  David.  The  truth 
seems  to  be,  as  Bate  and  Parkhurst 
have  judiciously  remarked,  that  "13 
was  originally  applied  to  children  as 
a term  of  affection,  the  expression  of 
a kind  parent’s  artless  love;  in  which 
sense  the  feminine  n-13  (Bara)  is 
used  of  a daughter  in  Canticles  vi.  9, 
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“ My  love,  my  undefilcd  is  but  one ; 
she  is  only  one  of  her  mother  ; she  is 
the  choice  one  of  her  that  bare  her.” 
Perhaps  the  introduction  of  the  term 
in  a piece  so  solemn  as  the  second 
Psalm,  which  would  naturally  become 
familiar  to  the  Jews,  and  must  from 
the  nature  of  the  subject,  be  a parti- 
cular favourite  among  them,  might 
remove  the  idea  of  childishness  from 
it,  and  primarily  contribute  to  raise 
it  to  the  dignity  of  (Ben.)  The 
passages  in  Canticles  and  Proverbs, 
may  be  considered  to  i><,“present  it  in 
an  intermediate  character,  as  the 
metaphor  advanced  in  its  course  to- 
wards universal  adoption.  At  length 
the  Chaldseans  were  found  to  have 
domesticated  it  so  long,  that  they 
might  have  almost  forgotten  its  ser- 
vile origin  ; the  Hebrews  readily  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  their  con- 
querors, and  on  their  return  from 
captivity  every  family  carried  home 
its  ")3  as  a legitimate  sou. 

This  Psalm  may  seem  to  have  been 
composed  about,  or  soon  after,  the 
time  when  “ David  perceived  that  the 
Lord  had  established  him  king  over 
Israel,  and  had  exalted  his  kingdom 
for  his  people  Israel’s  sake.”  (2  Sam. 
V.  12.)  He  had  then  “ taken  the  strong 
hold  of  Zion,”  and  there  felt  himself 
settled  in  his  throne.  The  Philistines 
envied  his  exaltation,  and  had  begun^ 
to  confederate  against  him  ; but 
“ David  enquired  of  the  Lord,”  and 
received  the  assurance  of  a glorious 
triumph.  “ The  decree”  celebrated 
in  this  P.salm,  may  have  been  con- 
tained in  the  divine  reply,  and  the 
exhortation  with  which  it  concludes, 
seems  not  to  have  been  given  in  vain; 
for  we  find  that  in  consequence  of 
his  victories  over  the  Philistines, 
“ the  fame  of  David  went  out  into 
all  lands,  and  the  Lord  brought  the 
fear  of  him  upon  all  nations.” — 
(I  Chron.xiv.  11.)  But  is  this  all? — 
That  the  Psalm  was  composed  on 
some  such  an  occasion,  and  had  ori- 
ginally such  a sense,  appears  as  little 
exposed  to  reasonable  doubt,  as  that 
David  himself  was  its  author,  and 
appointed  it  to  be  sung  at  the  taber- 
nacle on  mount  Zion.  Nor,  if  it 


stood  alone  in  the  sacred  Volume, 
would  I undertake  to  pronounce  the 
terms  employed,  after  due  allowance 
for  popular  and  poetical  usage,  too 
grand  for  the  subject.  The  question, 
in  this  shape,  belongs  to  mere  human 
judgment;  and  the  paraphrase  of 
Jonathan  shows  how  Jews  might  un- 
derstand the  Psalm,  even  the  most 
remarkable  expressions  in  it,  without 
any  reference  to  those  sublime  mys- 
teries to  which  it  inevitably  leads  a 
Christian  mind. — It  must  however  be 
observed,  that  many'  Jewish  writers, 
especially  those  of  more  ancient 
times,  have  interpreted  this  Psalm 
of  a greater  and  diviner  king  than 
David;  and  from  theea.sy  and  fami- 
liar references  to  it  by  the  first 
teachers  of  Christianity,  we  may 
fairly  infer  that  the  popular  and  un- 
suspected opinions  of  their  age,  were 
favourable  to  such  an  interpretation. 
Indeed  every  candid  mind  must  admit 
the  very  striking  agreement  between 
several  of  its  expressions  in  their 
literal  sense,  and  the  evangelical  re- 
presentations of  Jesus  Christ;  and 
no  Christian  ought  to  doubt  that 
THE  ETERNAi,  SpiRiT,  Under  whose 
influence  the  Psalmist  wrote,  surely 
intended  it  to  be  applied  in  the  fulness 
of  time,  to  that  chosen  .and  anoint- 
ed King  of  Zion,  who  should  be, 
in  a far  higher  sense  than  David,  the 
Son  of  God.  Still  I could  not  en- 
gage to  prove  any  proposition  from 
the  prophetical  sense  of  the  Psalm, 
except  to  those  who  have  previously 
admitted  its  prophetical  character. — 
In  every  a.spcct,  however,  this  Psalm 
presents  a most  magnificent  view  of 
the  dignity  and  power  coiiferreik  on 
the  King  of  Israel  by  the  holy 
unction;  and  it  may  justly  excite 
the  enquUy , tt’fiere  we  are  now  to  look 
for  those  extrnordinarj/  privileges, 
and  how  Israel  may  he  reinslaied  in 
the  favour  and  protection  of  Jehovah 
under  their  anointed  King,  nis  be- 
gotten Son. 

Similar  observations  might  be  made 
on  numerous  other  Psalms,  which 
celebrate  the  wonderful  privileges 
enjoyed  by  David;  as  for  instance, 
where  he  sings : — 
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PSALM  IX.  * 

Ver.  1.  I will  praise  Jehovah  with  my  whole  heart ; 

I will  recount  all  thy  miracles, 
a.  I will  rejoice  and  exult  in  thee ; 

I will  sing  thy  name,  O most  High ! 

3.  While  mine  enemies  retreat,  they  fall. 

And  perish  from  before  thy  face. 

4.  For  thou  hast  maintained  my  right  and  my  cause. 

Thou  sittest  on  the  throne,  judging  in  righteousness. 

5.  Thou  hast  rebuked  the  nations,  thou  hast  destroyed  the  wicked ; 
Their  name  thou  hast  erased  for  ever  and  ever. 

Or,  where  the  king  and  his  people  encourage  each  other  to  place  a holy  con- 
fidence in  God 

PSALM  XX. 


People. 

Ver.  1.  Jehovah  regard  thee  in  the  day  of  distress. 
The  name  ot  the  God  of  Jacob  succour  thee  ; 

2.  Send  thee  help  from  the  Sanctuary, 

And  from  Zion  uphold  thee  ; 

3.  Remember  all  thine  offerings. 

And  thy  holocaust  accept ; 

4.  Grant  thee  according  to  thy  heart, 

And  all  thy  counsel  fulfil ; 

6.  We  will  rejoice  in  thy  salvation. 

And  in  the  name  of  our  God  w ill  we  triumph. 
Jehovah  fulfil  all  thy  petitions ! 


King. 

_ 0.  Now  know  I that  Jehovah  saveth  his  anointed  One  ; 

He  will  regard  him  from  the  heavens  of  his  holiness. 

With  the  mightiness  of  the  salvation  of  his  right  hand. 

King  and  People. 

7.  These  of  the  chariot,  and  these  of  horses,- — 

But  we  will  make  mention  of  the  name  of  Jehovah  our  God. 

8.  They  have  stooped,  and  are  fallen  ; 

But  we  arise,  and  stand  upright. 

9.  Jehovah,  save  thou  the  King  ! 

He  will  regard  us  in  the  day  of  our  invocation. 


But  the  exaltation  of  David  was 
not  merely  personal ; nor  was  his 
kingdom  to  be  soon  subverted.  He 
frequently  celebrates  its  long,  its 
eternal  duration  ; and  even  if  no  re- 
velation to  that  end  had  been  directly 
communicated  to  his  own  spirit,  he 
had  received  full  authority  to  expect 
it  through  another  prophet.  All  these 
anticipations  may  be  considered  as 
founded  on  the  declaration  made  to 
liim  by  Nathan,  vphicli  is  therefore 
entitled  to  attentive  consideration. 
You  will  probably  reserve  a place  for 
it  in  your  next  number. 

I am,  &c. 

IsRAEi.  Ben  Abraham. 


REMARKS  OF  RABBI  CROOLL. 

[^Continued  from  p.  384.] 

A Question. 

You  will  give  me  leave  to  ask  you 
one  question,  which  is.  That  after 
the  Jews  have  so  much  provoked 
God  to  anger,  that  he  destroyed  their 
temple,  laid  desolate  their  land,  and 
scattered  them amongall nations;  why 
then  did  not  God  choose  another 
nation  instead  of  Israel,  and  take  an- 
other for  his  favoured  people,  and  to 
do  them  signs  and  wonders?  You 
know  that  God  did  not  choo.se  any 
other  nation,  but  on  the  contrary,  for 
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he  still  kepi  and  does  keep  awntclifnl 
cjfC  oTcr  tlie  scattered  Israel : as  it  is 
written,  “ Behold,  he  that  keepeth 
Israel  shall  neither sliinil)er  nor  sleep,” 
Psalm  exxi.  IF  you  only  would  con- 
sider well,  you  would  find  that  Israel 
is  a wonderful  nation,  even  from  the 
lime  of  their  beginning,  and  so  they 
are  unto  this  day.  Have  not  ail  na- 
tions had  a hand  in  their  calamity  ? 
did  not  nation  after  nation  endea- 
vour even  to  root  out  the  very  name 
of  Israel  from  the  face  of  the  earth  i 
and  yet,  what  good  have  the  nations 
done  for  themselves  by  their  conduct, 
and  what  do  you  behold  after  all  ? is 
not  Israel  standing  now  still  before 
your  eyes?  and  in  defiance  of  the 
world  they  are  still  a nation,  and  a 
standing  miracle  to  the  whole  gentile 
world.  Will  you  not  ascribe  all  this 
to  the  power  of  God  that  has  done 
it?  And  what  will  this  prove  ? nothing 
else  but  that  they  were  always  pro- 
tected by  Providence;  and  though 
they  suffered  greatly,  yet  all  the 
above  must  shew  that  Israel  is  still 
beloved  by  God.  Therefore  he,  by 
his  great  power,  kept  them  distinct 
and  separated  from  all  nations  unto 
this  very  day,  for  a particular  reason 
known  only  to  himself. 

Another  Question. 

The  ten  tribes  were  carried  away 
into  captivity  by  the  king  of  the  As- 
syrians 133  years  before  the  temple 
of  Solomon  was  destroyed.  Judah 
and  Benjamin  went  into  captivity 
even  into  Babylon.  After  70  years 
these  two  tribes  returned  to  their  own 
land  again  ; they  continued  in  the  land 
420  years.  Thus  we  shall  find  that 
about  500  years  before  Christ  the  ten 
tribes  went  into  captivity  and  never 
returned  even  unto  this  day  ; nor  is  it 
known  to  any  living  man  where  they 
are,  or  what  is  become  of  them  ; yet 
do  we  know  that  they  will  come  back 
in  the  latter  da}s,  as  it  is  written  in 
Isaiah  xi.  and  Ezekiel  xxxvii.  Now 
you  all  say,  that  the  Jews  suffer 
because  they  were  the  occasion  of 
Christ’s  death.  But  give  me  an  an- 
swer to  the  following  question.  The 
ten  tribes  were  not  in  the  holy  land 
VOL.  VI 11. 


during  the  lime  of  the  second  temple. 
Why  then  are  the  ten  tribes  not  re- 
stored ? What  is  their  crime  ? 

Christ  was  born  to  svffer. 

You,  as  Christians,  believe  that 
Christwas  born  to  suffer:  if  so,  there 
must  have  been  some  people  already 
by  whom  he  was  to  suffer;  hut  had 
Christ  not  suffered,  what  would  have 
become  of  the  Christian  world  ? thoy 
must  have  all  perished  fo'r  ever  and 
ever  according  to  your  opinion.  Here 
the  Jews  have  been  the  cause  of  the 
Christian’s  everlasting  salvation,  ac- 
cording to  your  own  opinion;  there- 
fore Christians  ought  to  look  upon 
the  Jews  as  the  best  friends  they  ever 
had  or  could  have  in  this  world.  And 
pray  have  Christians  done  so  ? no,  on 
the  contrary  they  have  been  their 
enemies  in  all  ages.  Have  they  their 
done  justice?  But  here  you  might 
say,  that  the  Jews  were  an  evil  in- 
strument in  the  hand  of  Providence 
to  do  that  work.  If  you  say  so,  then 
I also  may  say,  that  all  the  Christians 
were  an  evil  instrument  in  the  hand 
of  Providence  to  persecute  the  Jews 
in  all  ages;  and  if  the  Jews  are  to 
suffer  for  the  suffering  of  Christ,  then 
the  Christians  must  also  suffer  for  the 
persecution  of  the  Jews:  as  it  is 
written,  “ Tribulation  and  anguish 
upon  every  soul  of  man  that  doeth 
evil,  of  the  Jew  first,  and  also  of  the 
gentile;  but  glory,  honour,  and  peace, 
to  every  man  that  worketh  good,  to 
the  Jew  first,  and  also  to  the  gentile,” 
Romans  ii.  9,  10. 

Here  are  proofs  that  the  Jew  is  al- 
ways rewarded  first,  either  for  the 
evil  or  for  the  good;  but  the  Gentile 
will  follow  the  Jew,  and  be  rewarded 
Just  the  same. 

The  Jews  are  created  to  suffer. 

The  Jews,  from  the  beginning  of 
their  existence,  were  created,  as  it 
were,  on  purpose  to  suffer  in  this 
present  world:  they  had  very  little 
good  in  it.  Summon  up  from  the 
time  they  entered  Egypt  unto  this 
day,  it  will  be  found  a chain  of  suf- 
fering at  home  and  abroad  : the  time 
they  were  at  peace  was  during  the 
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rei«jD  of  Joshua,  ami  in  the  time 
of  the  elders  alter  Joshua,  and  the 
time  of  the  reign  of  king  ifolonion, 
and  no  fiirtlier;  and  suhseijueutly, 
though  they  had  kings  of  their  own, 
and  in  their  own  lami,  you  will  find 
them  in  the  most  deplorable  state: 
also  in  their  dispersion,  miserable  at 
home  and  wretched  abroad.  This  is 
all  true,  and  known  to  all  natious. 
But  why  should  they  be  more  miser- 
able than  any  other  nation  ? or  why 
should  they  not  have  a share  of  this 
world  as  well  as  any  other  nation  ? 
The  answer  is  plain  and  clear,  because 
they  are  the  children  of  Abraham  the 
frieud  of  God.  The  nature  of  this 
present  world  is  welt  known  to  all 
mankind  ; it  is  a world  of  trouble  and 
misery,  and  destruction,  and  the  hap- 
piness thereof  is  no  more  than  a 
dream.  No  man  is  able  to  boast 
that  during  his  life-time  he  was  al- 
ways happy,  nor  is  the  greatest  mo- 
narch in  a better  condition:  for  even 
the  great  are  exposed  to  all  sorts  of 
illness,  pain,  misfortunes,  and,  alter 
all,  the  dread  of  not  being  sure  of  life 
for  even  one  hour.  Considering  ail 
this,  the  Almighty  was  pleased  to  give 
to  the  children  of  his  friend  Abraham 
a better  world  than  this,  a world 
wherein  there  shall  be  nothing  but 
happiness.  This  is  to  be  the  new 
world,  and  after  the  restoration  by 
the  Messiah,  at  that  time  death  will 
be  swallowed  u|>  for  ever,  then  it  will 
be  worthy  to  be  called  a world,  but 
not  at  present;  and  this  new  world 
will  appear  very  shortly. 

The  end  of  the  time  is  a mystery 
known  only  to  God  himself. 

Perhaps  you  will  say.  When  will 
be  the  restoration  of  the  Jews,  for 
it  is  now  more  than  1700  years  since 
the  Jews  were  dispersed,  and  yet  they 
are  not  restored  ? To  this  I would  an- 
swer, that  its  proper  time  is  a secret, 
and  was  never  revealed  to  mortal 
man.  At  the  same  time  we  are  not 
forbidden  to  search  the  Scripture,  if 
by  any  means  we  might  discover  the 
time;  it  is  true,  thal  a great  many 
of  our  Kabbins  have  endeavoured  to 
find  it  out,  but  in  vain. 


The  famous  hook  called  Zohar, 

The  auihor  of  this  book  is  called 
Rabbi  Simeon,  the  son  of  Jou-cho-i; 
he  flourished  about  60  years  after 
the  destruction  of  the  second  temple; 
he  fixed  the  restoration  of  Israel  to 
the  year  5600  of  the  creation.  Now 
this  year  we  reckon  5583 ; here  is 
wanted  only  17  years  more  t:>  accom- 
plish the  number  of  5600  years.  This 
book  is  held  in  great  estimation 
among  all  the  Jews  in  all  parts  of  the 
world.  Further  this  Rabbi  says,  that 
a short  time  before  the  restoration 
almost  any  one  will  be  able  to  dis- 
cover the  exact  time.  Considering 
this,  1 think  I have  the  same  liberty 
as  those  before  me  to  deliver  my  opi- 
nion also  on  this  head. 


An  account  of  Rabbi  Eliczer. 

This  Habbi  flourished  in  the  time 
of  the  second  temple:  he  lived  to 
see  it  destroyed,  and  for  several 
years  afterward.  This  Habbi  wrote 
a book  which  called  I'erki  Habbi 
Eliezer:  this  book  is  also  l ighly  es- 
teemed among  the  Jews.  In  section 


48,  he  has  the  following  words  ; 


these  two  letters  of  the  Alphabet,  arc 
the  sign  of  the  restoration  of  Israel 
from  the  fourth  empire,  or,  the 
Ramas,  and  means  the  present  dis- 
persion. He  quotes  a jrassage  from 
zech.  vi.  12,  ncy 

nrjV''  VririnDl,  “ Behold,  the 
man  whose  name  is  the  branch;  he 
shall  grow  up  out  of  his  place:” 
thus  far  go  the  words  of  the  Rabbi. 
The  two  letters  together  with 


the  quotation  of  Zechariah,  is  not 
sufficiently  understood  how  it  is  to 
be  the  sign  of  the  restoration,  there- 
fore, I shall  make  my  remarks  upon 


it. 


Three  temples  to  he  built. 

It  appears  to  me  that  it  was  or- 
dained by  God,  that  from  the  time 
of  the  building  of  Solomon’s  temple, 
until  the  third  temple  shall  be  built, 
2700  years  shall  pass  away  ; and  this 
number  of  years  Israel  shall  suffer  at 
home,  and  wander  among  all  iia- 
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tions  abroad,  until  the  end  of  the 
2700  years.  But 

(kis  number,  2700  ? 
/inswer. — When  the  children  of 
Israel  made  a calf  and  worslii]))ied  it, 
they  broke  the  whole  law,  and  iiol- 
luled  it.  Now  it  is  well  known  that 
the  law  is  formed  by  the  twenty-.sevcn 
letters  of  the  Alphabet,  therefore, 
God  passed  sentence  on  the  nation  in 
the  wilderness,  that  at  a future  time 
he  would  cause  their  children  to  be 
scattered  amonjf  all  nations;  but  no 
time  was  mentioned  when  it  was  to 
take  place,  and  it  could  not  take 
place  until  David  was  set  up ; and 
until  God  made  a covenant  with 
David  that  the  kingdom  of  Israel 
should  be  his  for  ever  and  ever,  or  pro- 
perly, the  kingdom  of  the  Messiah. 

King  David  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  temple  and  prepared  every  thing 
for  it,  and  his  son  Solomon  built  it 
and  finisiied  it;  but  Solomon  sinned 
t!ie  very  day  when  the  temple  was 
finished;  concerning  the  daughter  of 
Pharaoh;  and  that  very  day  it  was 
determined,  by  the  decree  of  God, 
that  the  same  should  be  destroyed,  as 
it  is  written,  “ For  this  c.ity  bath 
been  to  me  as  a provocation  of  mine 
anger  and  my  fury,  from  the  day  that 
they  built  it  even  unto  this  day;  that 
I should  remove  it  from  before  my 
face.”  Jerem.  xxxii-  .^1. 

Here  is  the  beginning  of  the  2700 
years  that  Israel  should  suffer  at  home 
and  abroad  until  the  third  temple 
should  be  built;  each  letter  of  the  al- 
phabet was  to  reign  one  hundred 
years.  Now,  under  the  reign  of 
the  temple  of  Solomon  was 
standing;  for,  according  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  Jews,  this  temple  conti- 
nued 410  years.  Under  the  reign  of 
the  fifth  letter,  which  is  (H),  this  tem- 
ple was  destroyed.  Under  the  reign 
of  Uiis  letter  the  people  were  seventy 
years  in  captivity  in  Babylon  ; also 
under  the  reign  of  this  letter  they 
were  restored  again  to  their  own 
land.  Under  the  reign  of  the  sixth 
letter,  which  is  tlie  second  temple 
was  built ; this  temple  continued  120 


years,  and  under  the  reign  of 
it  was  still  standing.  In  the  end  of 
the  reign  of  the  ninth  letter,  which 
'*  (0)>  fl'G  second  temple  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  Romans.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  tenth  letter,  which  is  ("'), 
the  dispersion  of  Israel  commenced, 
and  we  have  pa.ssed  through  all  the 
rest  of  the  letters  even  to  the  last,  and 
now  this  year  we  reckon  17.55  since 
the  second  temple  was  destroyed, 
here  we  find  the  reign  of 

there  is  yet  forty-five  years  to  fulfil 
the  reign  of  the  last  letter,  which  is 
final  and  thus,  by  all  appearance, 

it  must  be  nearly  the  end  of  the 
time. 

Thus  has  Israel  wandered  through 
the  whole  alphabet  in  captivity,  and 
suffered  greatly,  partly  at  home  and 
partly  among  the  nations.  As  for  the 
account  of  the  forty-five  years  yet 
to  come,  it  ought  to  be  known  that 
we  find  that  God  said  to  Abraham, 
Thy  seed  shall  be  400  years  in  bond- 
age in  a strange  land  ; yet  do  we  find 
no  more  than  210  years,  which  they 
were  in  the  land  of  Egypt ; and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  above  forty-five 
years  will  be  also  shortened.  Now 
we  come  to  the  statement  of  Rabbi 
Eliezer,  who  say.s,  that  is  the  sign 

of  tlie  restoration  of  Israel,  by  which 
is  meant,  that  in  the  year  5590  of  the 
creation,  the  restoration  will  com- 
mence. Mark,  this  year  we  reckon 
5583,  or  '•*  seven  years 

more  will  be  Mark  well,  the 

letter  ('^)  i.s  number  90;  and  under 
the  reign  of  the  last  letter,  final  (|/.^ 

Thus,  in  seven  years,  these  two  let- 
ters, according  to  the  Rabbi,  will 
come  together  And  at  least 

great  changes  may  be  expected  in  the 
year  (90.)  And  further,  it  is  to  be 
observed  that  the  two  above  Rabbins 
do  not  differ  at  all.  Rabbi  Eliezer’s 
statement  is  thecommencementofthe 
period,  and  Rabbi  Simeon’s  the  end  of 
the  restoration,  or  the  finishing  of  it. 
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On  the  Nature  and  Obligation, 


Three  Temples  are  to  be  built. 

According  to  Scrlpluie,  the  one 
by  Solomon,  the  otlier  by  Ezra;  the 
third  is  built  already,  and  will  come 
down  from  heaven.  This  last  temple 
is  described  by  Ezekiel,  and  in  it  is 
described  the  division  of  the  land, 
all  the  Jewish  holy  days,  the  portion 
of  the  Messiah;  also  of  all  the  sa- 
crifices, and  of  the  high  priest;  all 
this  is  to  be  found  in  the  last  eight 
chapters  of  Ezekiel.  Now,  if  I his 
third  temple  is  not  to  be  built,  I 
should  wish  to  know  of  your  Society 
what  this  temple  means,  and  to  what 
purpose  was  it  shewn  to  the  prophet; 
also  when  I say  the  third  temple,  I 
mean  the  restoration  of  Israel  ; and 
when  I say  the  restoration  of  Israel, 
I mean  the  coming  of  the  Messiah ; 
for  these  three  things  are  all  one 
thing — the  one  cannot  come  without 
the  other. 

Israel  is  a standing  Miracle  for  all 
Nations. 

It  is  well  known  that  many  of  the 
nations  were  reduced  sometimes  even 
unto  the  dust,  hut  rose  again,  and 
were  reduced  again,  and  rose  again, 
and  so  on ; and  yet  still  do  we  find 
them  this  very  day  to  be  nations,  still 
having  their  own  land,  kings  and 
nobles,  hut  Israel  has  fallen  to  the 
ground  more  than  1700  years,  and 
never  has  since  risen.  This  must 
appear  wonderful  in  the  sight  of 
all  nations.  But  Israel  is  com- 
pared to  a grain  of  com,  which  will 
never  grow  until  the  grain  is  totally 
rotten  ; then  it  will  grow  up ; even  so 
it  will  be  with  the  Jews,  that  when 
they  are  rotten,  in  a very  long  capti- 
vity, then  they  will  grow  up  on  a 
sudden,  and  the  time  of  it  must  be 
near  at  hand,  according  to  all  opi- 
nions. 


ON  THE  NATURE  AND  OBLIG.4- 
TION  OF  THE  APOSTOLIC  DE- 
CREE, ACTS  XV.  29. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Jewish  Expositor. 
Gentlemen, 

I OPFER  the  following  observations 
on  this  subject  to  those  who  are  in- 


terested in  the  Jewish  cause,  for  I 
think  it  important  for  us  now  to 
make  up  our  minds  upon  it;  though 
it  has  been  viewed  in  very  different 
lights  by  various  individuals  in  the 
Christian  Church.  This  decree  was 
obviously  intended  to  counteract  the 
efforts  of  those  who  subverted  the 
sou  Is  of  the  Geutile  converts  by  teach- 
ing the  necessity  of  conformity  to  the 
Mosaic  law  in  order  to  obtain  salva- 
tion. This  was  expressly  denied  by 
the  apostles,  (ver.  24)  who  neverthe- 
less commanded  them,  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  abstain 
from  those  things  enumerated  in 
ver.  29.  After  considering  the  rea- 
sons assigned  by  vario;is  commenta- 
tors and  critics  for  this  prohibition, 
1 am  of  opinion  that  it  was  intended 
to  prevent  that  separation  which 
would  have  taken  place  between  the 
Jewish  and  Gentile  converts  had  the 
latter  indulged  in  those  practices; 
and  we  further  observe,  that  some  of 
the  things  prohibited  were  conco- 
mitants of,  or  incitements  to,  ido- 
latrous worsliip.  That  abstinence 
fro-m  some  of  the  things  prohibited 
was  a matter  of  expediency,  rather 
than  of  moral  obligation,  appears 
from  that  which  stands  first  among 
them ; pollution  of  idols,  which  is 
twice  called  meats  or  things  offered 
to  idols,  ver.  29,  and  xxi  25.  But 
the  use  of  these  things  is  by  tt.  Paul 
pronounced  to  he  indifferent,  1 Cor. 
viii.  and  x.  23 — 33,  who  teaches  that 
our  conduct  with  respect  to  them 
should  be  regulated,  not  by  moral 
obligation  but  by  expediency.  The 
same  reasoning  appears  equally  to 
apply  to  things  strangled  and  to  blood, 
which  could  not  be  used  without 
ofience  to  the  Jews.  The  other  pro- 
hibition being  unquestionably  of  a 
moral  nature  and  of  perpetual  obli- 
gation, has  led  many  persons  to 
ascribe  the  same  character  to  ail  the 
others,  fearing  lest  it  should  be  said 
that  if  obedience  be  in  three  cases  a 
matter  of  expediency,  it  must  be  so 
in  the  fourth.  But  we  must  con- 
sider that  the  practice  alluded  to  is 
throughout  theNew  Testament  stig- 
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matised  as  a crime;  tlioiigh  to  the 
Gentiles  it  was  a matter  of  indiffer- 
ence, and  1 need  not  add  j)roofs  of 
the  impurity  of  their  idolatrous  cere- 
monies. On  this  account  we  find  it 
connected  with  pollutions  of  idols, 
Rev.  ii.  14  and  20 — and  with  idolatry 
in  general,  I Cor.  x.  7 ; and  this  fur- 
nishes a good  reason  for  specifying 
on  the  present  occasion  this  fruit 
of  the  flesh,  among  many  others 
equally  culpable,  as  to  be  particularly 
avoided. 

It  may  be  said,  that  there  is  no 
scripture  proof  of  the  Jews  refusing 
to  hold  intercourse  with  caters  of 
blood,  &c.,  and  therefore  that  my 
exposition  rests  on  a gratuitous  as- 
sumption. Scripture  proof  from  the 
nature  of  the  case,  we  can  have 
none;  but  from  the  writings  of  the 
Kabbies  we  learn  that  they  did  not 
refuse  to  hold  intercourse  with  such 
Gentiles  as,  renouncing  idolatry,  pro- 
fessed their  belief  in  the  one  true 
God,  and  yielded  obedience  to  what 
are  called  the  seven  precepts  of  Noah, 
— to  abstain  from  blood  was  one  of 
them  : — such  persons  were  called  pro- 
selytes of  the  gate.  St.  Peter,  by  his 
conduct  at  Antioch,  shewed  an  incli- 
nation to  treat  the  converted  Gen- 
tiles, as  if  they  had  been  idolaters, 
by  withdrawing  from  their  commu- 
nion, compare  Acts  x.  2S— xi.  3,  on 
which  account  St.  Pan!  rebuked  him. 
Gal.  ii.  tl  — 14. 

Christians  in  the  east  may  find  it 
expedient  to  abstain  from  things 
offered  to  idols — and  those  who  are 
in  habits  of  intimacy  with  Jews, 
converted  or  unconverted,  should 
abstain  from  things  strangled,  and 
from  blood — but  in  all  cases  it  should 
be  avowed  openly  that  this  abstinence 
is  observed  solely  out  of  regard  to 
the  feelings  of  others,  and  that  there 
is  no  renunciation  of  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  the  New  Testament,  which 
recognizes  no  defilement  except  what 
is  moral,  and  pronoQnces,  “ that 
whatsoever  thing  from  without  en- 
tereth  into  the  man,  it  cannot  defile 
him,  because  it  entereth  not  into  his 
heart.”  ’ G.  H. 


M.  H.’S  OBSERVATIONS  ON  RABBI 
CROOLL’S  REMARKS. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Jewish  Expositor. 

Gentlemen, 

I HAVE  no  doubt,  that  many  of 
your  learned  correspondents,  who  are 
infinitely  more  able  than  myself,  will 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Crooll, 
which  appear  in  your  Expositor 
for  October;  should  you,  however, 
deem  the  following  observations  of 
an  Israelite,  who  lately  became  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  Christianity, 
worthy  of  your  notice,  you  will  oblige 
me  by  inserting  them  in  your  next 
miscellany.  And  although  I might 
not  be  enabled  to  offer  any  thing 
original,  (being  myself  as  yet  a novice 
in  the  doctrines  of  Christianity ;) 
yet  possibly  I might  happen  to  make 
use  of  some  arguments,  which  have 
hitherto  not  yet  come  under  the  no- 
tice of  Mr.  C.,  and  which  might,  per- 
haps, lead  him  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion at  issue  between  Jews  and  Chris- 
tians more  seriously,  and  cause  him 
to  read  and  meditate  upon  the  sacred 
Scriptures  more  attentively. 

In  proceeding  to  notice  Mr.  C.’s 
observations,  I shall  not  stop  to  ex- 
amine the  first  of  his  remarks,  viz. 
his  opinion  of  your  Society  ; as  I 
should  by  advocating  the  cause  of 
the  London  Society  uselessly  expose 
myself  to  the  suspicions  of  my  bre- 
thren (whenever  I should  deem  it  ex- 
pedient and  necessary  to  come  pub- 
licly forward  and  declare  my  faith 
in  the  Lord  Jesus)  of  being  actuated 
by  motives  too  contemptible  to  he 
mentioned.  It  is,  indeed,  a too  well- 
known  fact,  that  such  is  the  per- 
verseness and  enmity  of  the  Jewish 
people  against  Christianity,  and  such 
is  their  abhorrence  of  that  faith,  that 
they  suspect  every  person,  who  by  a 
diligent  and  careful  study  of  the  sa- 
cred Scriptures,  becomes  acquainted 
with  and  professes  his  sincere  faith  in 
the^ truth  revealed  therein,  of  the 
basest  and  most  sinister  motives. 
But  be  that  as  it  may,  I beg  to  state 
most  distinctly,  that  1 am  not  at  all 
known  to  the  London  Society  as  a 
Christian,  and,  for  aught  I know,  I 
may  ever  remain  unknown  to  them 
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as  such.  1 feel  satisfied,  and  have  a 
witness  within,  that  it  has  pleased  an 
unerring  and  overruling  Providence, 
to  bring  me  at  length,  after  many 
anxious  enquiries  and  perplexities,  to 
the  knowledge  of  Him,  whom  to 
know  is  eternal  life,  and  a belief  in 
whom  purifies  tlie  heart,  and  brings 
that  peace  of  mind  “ which  passeth 
all  understanding;”  and  of  which 
neither  the  suspicions  nor  the  re- 
proaches of  Jews  and  Christians  will 
he  able  to  deprive  me;  and  I confi- 
dently hope,  that  “ the  Lord  God 
will  help  me,  and  who  is  he  that 
shall  condemn  me?” — “ I commit  my 
cause  unto  God,  who  doeth  great 
things  and  unsearchable,  marvellous 
things  without  number.” 

Every  person  who  believes  the  Old 
Testament  to  be  a divine  revelation 
must  agree  with  Mr.  Crooll,  that 
“ the  promise  of  God  was  given  to 
Israel  long  ago  to  restore  them  to 
his  favour,  and  settle  them  again  in 
their  own  land and  I am  equally 
sure,  that  Mr.  C.  will  coincide  with 
me,  that  that  promise  was  made  con- 
ditionally, upon  the  performance  of 
cerla  n ■stipulations,  which  we  find 
described  in  the  following  passages ; 

If  thi*y  shall  confess  their  iniquity, 
and  the  iniquity  of  their  fathers,  with 
their  trespasses  which  they  trespassed 
against  me,  and  that  also  they  have 
walked  contrary  unto  me  ; and  that  I 
also  have  walked  contrary  unto  them, 
and  have  brought  them  into  the  land 
of  their  enemies  : if  then  their  uncir- 
cumcised hearts  be  humbled,  and  they 
then  accept  of  the  punishment  of 
their  iniquity,  then  will  1 remember 
my  covenant  with  Jacob,  and  also 
my  covenant  with  Isaac,  and  also  my 
covenant  with  Abraham  will  I re- 
member, and  I will  remember  the 
land.” — “ And  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
when  all  these  things  are  come  upon 
thee,  the  blessing  and  the  curse, 
which  I have  set  before  thee,  and 
thou  shalt  call  them  to  mind  among 
,a|l  thp  nations  whither  the  Lord  thy 
God  hath  driven  thee.  And  shall  re- 
iurn  to  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  shall 
obey  his  voice,  according  to  all  that 
I command  thee  this  day,  thou  and 


thy  children  with  all  thine  heart  and 
with  all  thy  soul.  That  then  the 
Lord  thy  God  will  turn  thy  captivity, 
and  have  compa.ssion  upon  thee, 
and  will  return  and  gather  thee  from 
all  the  nations,  whither  the  Lord  thy 
God  hath  scattered  thee.”  Hence  it 
appears,  that  the  Lord,  previous  to 
his  fulfilling  his  promise,  requires  of 
Israel  the  performance  of  cerUiin 
conditions,  namely,  that  they  should 
return  to  the  Lord  their  God,  and 
fiilfl  his  law  and  commandments. 
Should  we  then  say,  that  the  Jewish 
nation  perform  the  required  condi- 
tions (and  according  to  Mr.  C.’s  opi- 
nions, to  acknowledge  no  other  God 
than  the  God  of  Abraham,  and  scru- 
pulously observing  circumcision,  is 
more  than  sufficient  to  restore  us 
into  the  favour  of  Jehovah  and  into 
the  possession  of  Canaan)  we  should 
thus,  by  justifying  ourselves,  make 
God  a liar,  and  profess  ourselves  to 
be  more  righteous  than  our  Creator. 
We  must,  therefore,  come  to  the 
conclusion,  that  we  have  not  yet  per- 
formed the  covenant ; and,  indeed,  we 
find  sufficient  evidence  of  this  even 
in  the  pages  of  one  of  the  most  ap- 
proved Jewish  writers  of  later  times, 
namely,  in  David  Levi’s  Dissertations 
on  the  Prophecies,  where  he  gives  a 
true  picture  of  the  many  direct  and 
unequivocal  sins  and  transgressions 
of  our  nation.  In  commenting  on 
Is.  lix.  1,  “ Behold,  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  is  not  shortened,  so  that  it 
cannot  save,  neitl’.er  is  his  ear  grown 
dull,  so  that  it  cannot  hear;’’  Levi 
observes,  “ By  this  introduction  the 
prophet  intended  to  point  out  to  us 
the  cause  of  the  length  of  this  dread- 
ful captivity,  that  it  is  all  owing  to 
the  wickedness  and  transgressions  of 
the  nation,  and  therefore  God  would 
not  hear  them;  but  if  they  were  to 
seek  him  in  sincerity  and  truth,  he 
would  answer  them,  for  his  hand  is 
not  shortenc4  nor  his  ear  dull,  as  be 
says,  ver.  2,  But  your  iniquities  have 
made  a separation  between  you  and 
your  God,  and  your  sins  have  hidden 
his  face  from  you,  that  he  doth  not 
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hear."  Upon  which  passage,  Levi 
says,  “ This  is  the  real  cause  of  this 
long  and  dreadful  captivity  ; for  if 
they  were  to  repent  of  their  sins, 
and  amend  their  lives,  they  would 
instantly  he  redeemed,  as  I have 
shewn  elsewhere.  (See  my  Letters  to 
Dr.  Priestley,  in  answer  to  his  Let- 
ters to  the  jews,  part  11.  p.  lOi;)  but 
there  is  so  little  true  religion  among 
them,  and  they  think  so  little  of  their 
redemption,  as  scarcely  to  give  them- 
selves any  concern  abovl  the  prophe- 
cies, which  forelel  that  important 
event  ; nay,  numbers  of  them  hardly 
believe  a syllable  of  those  prophecies 
or  of  revelation  in  general."  The 
same  writer  observes,  upon  the  pro- 
phecy beginning  at  Ezek.  xx.  32: 

“ This  prophecy  (as  the  learned  Abar- 
banel  observes)  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
jtortance,  and  requires  our  most  se- 
rious consideration,  as  it  contains  an 
account  of  the  greatest  part  of  our 
sufferings,  which  we  have  already 
undergone,  as  also  a true  picture  of 
the  PRESENT  impious  and  irreligious 
behaviour  of  onr  nation,  although  it 
is  upwards  of  two  and  twenty  hundred 
years  since  the  delivery  of  this  pro- 
phecy, consequently  there  cannot  he 
a stronger  proof  of  the  truth  and  ve- 
rity of  divine  revelation  than  this.” 
Since  it  must  thus  be  evident  to 
every  candid  mind,  that  Israel,  being 
still  in  captivity,  have  not  yet  turned 
to  the  Lord  their  God  to  obey  his 
voice,  I would  most  seriously  ask 
Mr.  C.,  whether  it  is  not  a |foint  of 
the  greatest  importance  to  ascertain 
how  we  can  make  ourselves  accept- 
able to  God,  and  by  what  mean's  we 
can  turn  to  him  iu  order  to  obey  his 
voice  and  keep  his  law?  1 would  fur- 
ther take  the  liberty  of  asking  whe- 
ther Mr.  C.  has  ever  seriously  con- 
sidered what  the  law  of  God  actually 
requires  of  us  ? If  he  has  not,  he  is 
in  danger  of  thinking  the  require- 
ments of  the  law  less  than  they  really 
are;  and  he  may,  perhaps,  not  be 
aware  how  great  and  manifold  our 
sins  and  transgressions  are,  for  the 
want  of  having  measured  them  by 
the  right  standard.  Many  things  may 
appear  trifling  to  us,  which  will,  how- 


ever, not  be  deemed  such  in  the 
eyes  of  an  infinitely  just  and  holy 
God,  nor  will  our  want  of  considera- 
tion of  it  make  our  offence  the  less, 
where  the  opportunity  for  considera- 
tion is  given  us.  It  is  as  much  our 
duty  to  endeavour  to  learn  what 
God  requires  of  us,  as  to  endeavour 
to  obey  his  requirements.  To  know 
then  his  will,  we  must  resort  to  the 
sacred  Scriptures  only,  where  it  is 
plainly  revealed  for  our  instruction 
and  guidance ; and  what  do  they 
teach  us?  A full,  perfect,  and  conti- 
nual devotion  to  the  service  of  our 
Creator,  that  we  should  love  him 
with  all  our  heart  and  soul,  and  mind 
and  strength,  that  we  should  pa.ssour 
whole  lives  in  entire  obedience  to  his 
commands,  and  that  we  should  ul.so 
love  our  neighbour  (our  fellow-crea- 
tures) as  ourselves.  These  are  the 
two  great  and  principal  precejits  of 
the  law  of  God,  which  shews  forth 
his  purity,  holiness,  and  spirituality, 
and  which  relates  not  merely  to  onr 
outward  conduct,  but  penetrates  the 
motives,  the  secret  principle,  the 
very  thoughts  and  intentions  of  the 
heart.  Human  laws  take  cognizance 
only  of  the  outward  act,  and  its 
effects  upon  society;  but  God  “ de- 
sireth  truth  in  the  inward  parts;  he 
desireth  no  sacrifices,  and  delighteth 
not  in  burnt-oflferings ; but  the  sacri- 
fices of  God  are  a broken  spirit,  a 
broken  and  a contrite  heart.”  Such 
then  being  the  law  of  God,  let  me 
ask  Mr.  C.,  whether  he  does  not 
think,  that  we  all  grievously  break 
this  law  ? I am  convinced  he  will  say 
with  me.  We  “ all  have  sinned,  and 
come  short  of  the  glory  of  God.”  It 
being  then  manifest  to  us,  that  we 
break  the  holy  law  of  God,  and  con- 
sequently that  we  are  all  sinners,  it 
behoves  us  next  to  enquire,  what  is 
the  penalty  of  our  disobedience? 
Here  again  the  Scriptures  come  to 
our  aid,  which  declare  to  us  that 
“ the  soul  that  siuneth  it  shall  die;” 
and  that  the  further  penalty  for 
breaking  the  law  of  our  Creator  is 
his  righteous  displeasure.  And  what 
penalty  can  be  conceived  more  dread- 
ful, than  the  displeasure  of  an  iiifi- 
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nitely  wise,  holy,  just  and  omnipotent 
Being  ? “ It  is  a fearful  thing  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  living  God.” 
“ Who  can  stand  in  his  sight  when 
once  he  is  angry  ?”  It  is,  indeed,  no 
trilling  evil  to  fall  under  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  Lord  in  this  world,  to 
be  visited  with  his  heavy  judgments 
during  our  short-lived  existence 
here ; Imt  how  much  more  terrible 
is  his  everlasting  displeasure  in  the 
world  to  come,  the  awful  hereafter, 
where  “the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the 
fire  is  not  quenched;”  where  there  is 
“ weeping  and  wailing,  and  gnashing 
of  teeth,”  and  where  “ the  smoke  of 
the  torment  ascendeth  up  for  ever 
and  ever.”  And  what  will  add  more 
to  the  bitterness  of  experiencing  the 
never-ending  displeasure  of  God,  will 
he  the  tormenting  reflection,  that 
this  unspeakable  punishment  was 
amply  deserved,  as  it  might  have 
been  avoided  by  us;  for  the  Lord 
hath  declared,  that  he  has  no  plea- 
sure in  the  death  of  a sinner,  hut 
rather  that  he  should  repent  and 
live.  Thus,  “ we  ail  know  (to  use 
Mr.  C.’s  words)  that  it  is  the  delight 
of  God  to  save  every  sinner,  who 
turns  to  him  with  a pure  heart,*  and 
ihttl  he  is  merciful  to  all;  at  the 
same  lime  we  also  know,  that  he  is 
a God  of  Justice  to  punish  sinners 
for  their  crimes." 

We  have  here  the  two  attributes 
of  God,  that  of  merry  and  justice 
contrasted,  on  which  1 would  beg  to 


» I must  advert  here  also  to  the  fol- 
lowing observation  of  Mr.  C.,  which  he 
makes  in  this  place,  namely,  that  God  is 
more  mercifukto  Israel  than  to  the  Gen- 
tiles ; for  unto  them  is  given  the  pro- 
mise over  and  above,  even  to  forgive  all 
their  sins  at  last,  which  he  will  remem- 
ber no  more,  and  in  confirmation  of 
which  he  quotes  Jerem.  xxxi.  34.  Mr. 
C.  mistakes,  however,  the  proper  im- 
])ort  of  this  prophecy;  it  does  not  relate 
to  the  literal  Israel,  but  to  the  spiritual 
Israel  ; all  those  who  have  accepted  of 
the  new  covenant,  which  the  Lord  has 
made  with  the  spiritual  house  of  Israel: 
then,  when  his  law  is  put  in  their  in- 
ward jnirts  and  written  in  their  hearts, 
onti/ will  he  forgive  their  iniquity, 
and  remember  their  sins  no  more. 


offer  a few  observations.  The  allri' 
butes  which  constitute  the  character 
of  God,  althot^h  we  may  speak  <>f 
them  dislinctly,  are  yet  completely 
inseparable  in  their  exercise;  the 
nature  of  God  being  one  and  immu- 
table, with  no  part  of  it  cau  any  step 
of  his  proceedings  ever  be  incon- 
sistent, but  all  must  he  considered 
as  the  result  not  of  one  attribute,  or 
of  another,  but  of  that  great  com- 
bination of  all  excellencies,  which 
constitutes  infinite  perfection.  We 
may  indeed  make  the  various  per- 
fections of  the  divine  nature  the 
subjects  of  separate  consideration ; 
but  it  is  the  union  of  them  all,  in 
inseparable  existence  and  cxerci.se, 
that  forms  the  character  of  that  in- 
finite Being,  who  is  “ without  va- 
riableness, or  shadow  of  turning.” 
The  slightest  alteration  of  what  he 
is,  would  deduct  from  that  infinite 
excellence,  without  which  he  could 
not  be  God.  We  never  ought,  there- 
fore, to  speak  of  him  as  acting  at 
one  lime  according  to  justice,  and 
at  another  according  to  mercy,  if  by 
this  mode  of  expression,  we  mean, 
that  in  any  jrart  of  his  proceedings,  in 
t he  smallest  possible  degree,the  claims 
of  mercy  or  justice  are  ever  sus- 
pended, or  left  out  of  view.  He  never 
acts  in  opposition,  either  to  one  or 
the  other,  but  always  agreeably  to 
both.  lie  is  never  just  without  being 
merciful,  nor  merciful  without  being 
just. 

Such  then  being  the  character  of 
God,  as  perfectly  just  as  he  is  mer- 
ciful, we  must  of  necessity  consider 
him  as  a righteous  lawgiver  and 
ruler,  as  displeased  with  his  guilty 
creatures,  on  account  of  their  viola- 
tion of  his  authority  ; and  his  ma- 
jesty, holiness,  and  justice  are  en- 
gaged to  punish  the  sinner,  whilst  at 
the  same  time,  from  the  infinite  be- 
nignity of  his  nature,  he  is  inclined 
to  forgiveness,  or  mercy.  The  great 
question  then  occurs,  on  this  im- 
jiortant  subject; — In  what  manner 
?nay  forgiveness  or  M Eli  O'  be  ex- 
tended to  the  guilty,  so  ns  to  satisfy 
the  claims  of  injinite  JUSTICE,  and 
thus  to  maintain,  in  their  full  dignity. 
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free  from  every  charge  of  immu- 
labilily  the  ckaraclcr  of  God,  the  rec- 
titude of  hit  adniinistratioTi,  and  the 
sanction  of  his  iaiv  ? 

This  questioti  seems  indeed  lo 
have  occurreil  to  Mr.  Crooll,  and 
he  considers  a ])oint,  which  is  gene- 
rally denied  hy  my  brethren,  namely, 
that  “ the  Almighty  hill  easily 
find  Kays  and  means  to  deliver  us 
(from  siji ) by  the  hands  of  his  faith- 
ful servants,  the  one  Elijah  the  pro- 
phet, and  the  other  the  Son  of  David." 
He  thus  admits  the  necessity  of  a 
•mediator,  between  guilty  man  and 
his  infinitely  holy  Creator,  to  clear 
him  from  sin  and  guilt,  and  which 
is  to  be  effected  by  Elijah  and  the 
Son  of  David,  the  Messiah,  whom 
the  Jews  generally  consider  as  u tem- 
poral deliverer  only.  That  the  Al- 
mighty H.IS  found,  and  pointed  out 
to  us  those  wiiys  and  means,  shall 
be  my  next  endeavour  to  prove 
to  Mr.  C.  I»y  the  Old  Testament  ; 
but  being  fearful  of  making  this  pa- 
ragraph too  long  for  insertion  at 
©nee,  I shall  reserve  my  other  ob- 
servations for  your  next  miscellany, 
if  1 find  that  you  have  given  these  a 
jilace  in  your  Expositor. 

1 remain,  &c. 

M.  H-s. 


MR.  ROGF.R.S’S  REMARKS  ON 
RABBI  SY.MOND.S’S  REPLY. 

To  ike  Editors  of  the  Jemish  Expositor. 

Gentlemen, 

1 onsERVi;  in  tile  Jewish  Expositor 
for  this  month,  a reply  from  Rabbi 
Symonds  to  my  letter,  inserted  in  the 
Number  for  July.  I am  surprised 
to  find  that  he  has  misunderstood 
or  unstated  the  course  of  my  argu- 
ment in  my  remarks  on  his  Censures 
of  the  Authorized  Version,  and  in 
iny  letter  in  reply  to  his  second 
pamphlet.  My  object  throughout 
has  been  to  prove  that  he  is  quite 
mistaken  in  accusing  our  Authorised 
Version  of  inaccuracy,  in  translating 
certain  portions  of  the  Hebrew 
Scriptures.  I have  not  even  at- 
tempted lo  prove  that  the  Hebrew 
prophecies  are  fulfilled  in  Jesus 
Christ;  “Being  desirous  to  loave 
. VOL.  VII 1. 


this  subject,”  as  I have  said  in 
my  letter  in  the  Expositor  for  July, 

“ to  those  who  are  much  more  com- 
petent than  myself  to  discuss  it.” 

It  is  one  thing  to  attempt  to  prove 
what  is  the  literal  and  grammatical 
sense  of  the  Hebrew  text,  and  quite 
a different  thing  lo  shew  that  the 
prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament 
were  fulfilled  in  Jesus  Christ.  If 
therefore  Rabbi  Symonds  wished  to 
confute  my  statements,  he  should 
have  shewn  that  he  is  right  in  ac- 
cusing the  translators  of  the  Autho- 
rized Version,  of  grammatical  inac- 
curacy ; and  that  I am  wrong  in  my 
critical  remarks.  Tliis  he  has  not 
even  attempted  to  do  in  his  last 
letter.  1 think,  therefore,  that  I am 
warranted  in  concluding  that  he  is 
wholly  unalile  to  support  his  as- 
sertions respecting  the  inaccuracy  of 
the  Authorized  Version,  in  those 
passages  which  he  has  adduced.  It 
would  be  impossible,  in  the  .space  of 
a letter,  to  give  a satisfactory  an- 
swer to  the  arguments  of  the  Rabbi, 
respecting  the  interpretation  of  the 
prophecies,  if  I were  disposed  to 
enter  on  this  new  ground  of  debate. 
But  though  I still  wish  to  leave  the 
controversy  between  the  Jews  and 
Christians  on  the  subject  of  pro- 
phecy, to  those  who  are  more  com- 
petent than  myself  to  enter  into  it, 
yet  as  Rabbi  Symonds  calls  upon  me 
for  an  answer  to  two  distinct  ques- 
tions, I am  unwilling  to  refuse  a brief 
reply,  being  satisfied  that  the  subject 
will  not  rest  here,  but  that  the  inter- 
pretations maintained  in  the  Milcha- 
moth  Amunah  will  soon  receive  a 
full  and  satisfactory  refutation.  The 
questions  to  which  I allude  are  the 
following.  Referring  to  the  common 
interpretation  of  Genesis  xlix.  10, 
Rabbi  Symonds  says,  “ Allowing 
for  a moment  that  Shebet  signifies 
a .sceptre,  and  Mechokeck  a law- 
giver, I must  still  maintain  this  to 
be  no  proof  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
is  that  Shiloh  or  Messiah.  On  the 
contrary,  I can  show  that  Jesus 
could  not  have  been  the  Shiloh  pre- 
dicted by  Jacob.  For  referring  to 
the  beginning  of  that  address  of 
' 3 L 
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Jacob  to  bis  children,  vre  find  the 
following  words,  ‘ Gather  yourselves 
together,  and  1 will  show  you  what 
will  hcfal  you  in  the  latter  days;’  that 
is,  after  the  expiration  of  a certain 
period,  such  things  would  come  to 
j>ass.  Now,  I desire  Mr.  Rogers  to 
inform  me  what  extraordinary  period 
had  finished  at  the  birth  of  Jesus? 
&c.”  The  words  ri''“iri{<3 

“ in  the  Inller  days,”  generally  refer 
to  the  latter  part  of  some  great  pe- 
riod, though  it  is  by  no  means  ne- 
cessary that  the  period  should  be 
finished  at  the  time  to  which  the  re- 
ference is  made.  I answer  then,  that 
Jesus  Christ  came  towards  the  end  of 
that  period  during  which  the  Jews 
continued  the  peculiar  peopleof  God: 
that  he  came  hut  a short  time  before 
the  temple  and  city  of  Jerusalem 
were  destroyed,  and  the  Jewish  na- 
tion expelled- froiii  the  land  of  their 
forefathers,  and  exiled  to  the  dif- 
ferent regions  of  the  world.  This 
I conceive  to  have  been  the  impor- 
tant period  designated  by  the  words 

. »■»'>'>•  .sy- 

inonds’s  second  question  is  comprised 
in  these  words:  “ I desire  also  to  be 
informed  from  whom  the  sceptre  de- 
parted in  the  days,  of  Jesus,  &c  ” I 
answer,  that  the  sceptre  of  rule  and 
authority  departed  from  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  partly,  at  the  death  of  Herod 
the  Great,  the  last  of  the  Kings  of 
Judah,  when  the  power  of  life  and 
death  was  taken  from  the  Jews;  that 
it  entirely  departed  when  all  distinc- 
tion between  the  tribes  was  taken 
away,  and  the  Jewish  civil  and  ec- 
clesiastical state  were  dissolved  at 


the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  The 
sceptre  indeed  of  sovereign  power 
departed  from  the  Jewish  sovereigns 
of  Judah,  as  the  Rabbi  rightly  ob- 
serves, at  the  removal  of  Zedekiah, 
hut  the  sceptre  of  rule  and  authority 
did  not  depart  from  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  till  the  coming  of  Jesus 
Christ.*  And  if  the  sceptre  was  not 
to  depart  from  Judah  till  the  coming 
of  the  Messiah,  let  me,  in  my  turn, 
ask,  how  it  is  possible  to  maintain 
that  the  Me,ssiah+  is  not  come;  since 
it  is  manifest  that  all  power  and  au- 
thority of  every  kind,  have  departed 
from  the  tribe  of  Judah,  for  the  space 
of  nearly  eighteen  hundred  years?  I 
have  now  only  to  add  my  convic- 
tion, that  the  more  Rabbi  Symonds 
examines  with  candour  his  inter- 
pretations of  the  prophecies,  the 
less  reason  will  he  find  to  confide  in 
them.  And  here,  in  all  probability, 
the  controversy  between  us  will  ter- 
minate. I have  only  to  express  my 
hope,  that  an  anxious  wish  to  dis- 
cover and  embrace  the  truth,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  will  actuate  him  in 
his  further  researches  into  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  prophecies. 

J.  Rogers. 


* “ Non  desinet,”  says  Joseph  Mede, 
“ esse  respublica  habens  jurisdictionem 
in  se.” 

+ That  Shiloh  means  the  Messiah,  is 
not  only  admitted  by  many  ancient  and 
modern  Jews,  but  it  is  expressed  in  the 
three  Tnrgums,  and  in  the  Talmud,  title 
Sanhedrin,  chap.  xi.  See  Patrick  in  loc. 
The  paraphrase  of  Onkelos  on  the  words 
ny , is  un'iPD  *n'n  ny  soSy  ny 

“ I'or  ever,  until  Messiah  shall  come.” 
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LETTER  FROM  MR.  BAILEY,  AT 
GIBRALTAR. 

Gibraltar,  U)?A  Mpril,  1823. 

Dear  Sir, 

A PERIOD  of  nearly  fourteen  years 
having  elapsed  since  1 last  visited  the 
coast  of  Barbary;  from  the  obser- 
vations Ij  had  formerly  made,  I was 


not  at  all  surprised  to  find  no  altera- 
tion made  whatever  (except  what 
time  had  done)  in  the  manners,  ap- 
pearance, or  impropriety  of  these 
people  : they  were  the  same  I left 
them,  and  I much  fear  will  continue 
so,  until  some  great  event  takes 
place,  to  change  their  corrupt  hearts, 
and  turn  them  unto  God  which  I 
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fear  at  present  they  are  very  distant 
from.  These  unhappy  children  of 
the  seed  of  Ahiaham,  arc  more  or 
less  scattered  over  the  whole  coun- 
try ; they  are  more  numerous  in  the 
towns  along  the  sea  coast  for  the 
purpose  of  trade,  wliich  they  have 
nearly  in  their  own  hands,  but  are 
obliged  to  pay  a duty  of  ten  ]>er 
cent,  on  all  e.xports.and  imports; 
yet,  notwithstanding  this,  they  ma- 
nage to  undersell  the  poor,  who  have 
only  two  per  cent,  to  pay,  for  which 
cause  a great  many  of  them  are  em- 
ployed as  their  agents,  and  by  which 
they  profit  considerably.  They  some- 
times are  found  out  in  their  dishonest 
practices,  and  are  punished  most  un- 
mercifully for  it.  During'the  latter 
part  of  the  late  emperor’s  reign, 
they  were  better  protected;  at  the 
l)est  of  times  it  is  very  had  with 
them.  It  was  related  to  me,  from 
an  authority  not  to  be  doubted, 
that  a Moorish  boy  cudgelled  a Jew 
through  the  streets  of  Tangiers,  and 
the  only  notice  t iken  of  it  was,  for 
him  to  l.ay  on  liarder  ; such  things  as 
these  are  not  uncommon,  yet  these 
people  prefer  Barbary  to  any  other 
country. 

With  respect  to  their  wealth  I 
could  not  get  any  information;  in- 
deed it  is  the  custom  to  appear  poor 
for  the  purpose  of  saving  what  they 
may  possess,  for  it  is  not  an  unfre- 
quent thing  in  this  country,  for  a 
man  suspected  rich,  to  be  seized,  im- 
prisoned, and  there  kept,  until  every 
thingdie  has  is  delivered  up  to  the 
emperor  ; this  is  done  to  Moors,  so 
you  may  judge  how  the  poor  Jew 
fares. 

I must  now  come  to  that  part  of 
my  narrative  of  a more  interesting 
nature,  relative  to  their  religious 
state,  which  1 found  quite  similar  to 
that  here.  They  have  two  syna- 
gogues, (that  is,  two  rooms  so  called,) 
in  which,  when  they  are  assembled, 
there  is  as  little  appearance  of  reli- 
gion going  on,  as  yon  would  meet 
in  a crowded  room  in  a fashionable 
party.  They  talk  to  each  other  as  at 
other  times,  and  every  now  and 
then  your  ears  are  annoyed  with  a 
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most  clamorous  sound:  hut  they 
iii)pear  quite  satisfied,  and  go  con- 
tentedly away. 

I next  enquired  to  what  extent 
they  had  the  Scriptures  amongst 
them.  Their  general  answer  was, 
We  have  not  got  them,  but  the 
Kabhi  has,  and  he  reads  them  to  us. 

/.  Would  you  not  wish  to  have  them, 
and  read  them  yourselves  ? Ans, 
Oh,  yes,  Sir,  hut  we  cannot  get  them, 
we  are  too  poor.  /.  Can  you  read  ? 
Ans.  Yes,  Sir.  /.  If  some  gentlemen 
were  to  send  you  the  Scriptures, 
could  you  not  pay  something  for 
tliem  ? Ans.  Indeed,  Sir,  we  are  too 
poor;  we  can  hardly  get  bread  for 
our  children.  To  my  enquiries  relative 
to  the  New  Testament,  all  said  they 
had  not  seen  it ; and  when  I explained 
to  them,  in  the  best  way  I could,  of 
what  it  treated,  they  shrugged  up 
their  shoulders  generally,  and  felt 
no  interest  or  curiosity  to  read  it. 

After  this  I introduced  myself  to 
Rabbi  Tolosliuo,  originally  from 
Rabat,  about  sixty  years  old.  1 
fouiul  him  in  a little  chamber,  in 
which  was  his  bed,  and  a small  box, 
containing,  1 suppose,  all  the  poor 
man  posse.ssed  in  the  world,  silting 
on  a brick  floor,  reading  the  Penta- 
teuch. After  the  usual  ceremonies, 

I opened  to  him  the  views  of  the 
Society  ; he  shook  his  head,  and  said, 
ho  did  not  know.  lUien  laying  his 
hand  on  the  Pentateuch,  he  replied. 
Here  is  the  law  of  Moses,  in  whom 
we  believe.  I.  Have  you  the  Bible 
complete?  Ans,  No.  /.  Here  is  one, 
look  at  it,  containing  all  the  books 
of  the  Old  Testament.  After  look- 
ing at  it  some  time,  he  said,  This  is 
very  good.  I then  put  into  his 
hands  the  New  Testament,  which  ho 
had  never  seen  before,  and  asked 
him  if  he  would  read  it.  He  re- 
plied, Yes,  Sir,  I will ; and  when  we 
meet  again,  I will  give  you  my 
thoughts  and  opinions  relative  to 
it.  1 then  told  him  it  was  my  in- 
tention to  distribute  some  amongst 
the  Jews  in  Tangiers  : Ite  said.  Very 
well,  Sir,  I hope  they  will  read  them 
as  th.ey  ought ; hut  I could  wish  you 
to  distributo  some  of  them,  (taking 
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lip  llic  Billie,)  they  arc  very  inueh 
wanted  here,  ?ir,  hut  uiy  hrcihrcii  are 
too  poor  to  liuy  them  ; it  would  he 
a real  charity  to  j^ivc.  1 left  the 
llahhi,  and  had  not  an  o)i))ortunily 
of  seeing  him  again,  previous  to  my 
quitting  Tangiers.  During  this  visit, 
twelve  Bibles  and  thirty-six  Testa- 
ments were  distributed  gratuitously 
amongst  the  Jews,  who  received 
them  with  thanks  and  gratitude.  I 
could  have  distributed  100  Bibles 
with  great  case,  if  1 had  had  them 
with  me.  The  number  of  Jews  in 
Tangiers  is  under  two  thousand : 
nor  do  I think  five  Bibles  were 
amongst  them,  previous  to  giving 
the  above  number. 

It  is  my  intention  (if  spared)  to  re- 
turn to  Tangiers  shortly,  to  ascertain 
the  opinion  of  these  people  relative 
to  the  Testament;  hut  from  what  I 
daily  see  and  hear,  I much  fear  it 
will  nut  be  a favourable  one.  1 will 
do  all  I can,  and  look  up  to  licaven 
to  give  the  increase. 

Their  moral  slate  is  very  bad, 
there  is  hardly  any  thing  they  will 
not  do  to  gain  money  : of  the  two, 
I fear  the  women  are  worse  than  the 
men.  They  drink  hard,  a spirit  ex- 
tracted from  figs,  raisins,  &c.  called 
Jews’  brandy  ; a most  potent,  and 
pernicious  spirit  it  is.  In  their  ge- 
neral conduct,  they  arc  as  servile  as 
they  arc  oppressed,  and  no  people 
more  presumptuous,  overbearing, 
and  tyrannical  when  in  power. 

1 am,  your’s,  &c. 

J.  W.  Bailey. 


l.t/n  tiU  FROM  BARON  BLOM- 
BERG. 

JJetmold,  July  lOtA,  I823._ 
My  dear  friend  in  the  Lord! 

You  have  been  informed  by  my 
last  letter,  that  our  Society  has  been 
actually  acknowledged  by  the  Berlin 
Society  as  a branch;  and  I do  not 
delay  transmitting  to  you  a copy  of 
the  Address  we  have  published  in 
consequence  of  that  event.  Now, 
as  I greatly  want  my  dear  Missionary 
Tetri,  to  undertake  a Missionary 


journey  into  the  Prussian  provinceif, 
and  the  other  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee also  insist  u|>on  his  early 
return,  1 have  directed  him  In  has- 
ten his  departure  from  Hamburg 
as  much  ns  would  ba  consistent  with 
the  most  faithful  discharge  of  the 
important  commission  with  which 
lie  has  been  honoured  by  your  Com- 
mittee. And  1 do  not  doubt,  but 
a residence  of  two  months  in  that 
city  will  fully  enable  him  to  give 
you  a satisfactory  report  of  the 
nature  of  that  territory,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  you  may  fake  your 
measures  as  to  the  further  cultiva- 
tion of  it.  Though  in  Hamburg 
the  field  docs  not  at  first  wear  a pro- 
mising aspect,  yet  Mr.  Petri’s  last 
letter  dues  not  exclude  all  hope  of 
fruit.  A worthy  clergyman  at  Ham- 
burg, to  whom  1 had  written  for 
Mr.  Petri  a letter  of  introduction, 
after  having  in  a letter  to  me  ex- 
pressed his  gratitude  for  having 
made  him  acqivaiulcd  with  this  dear 
and  pious  individual,  continues  as 
follows:  “ In  general  little  will  be 
done  here  on  a sudden,  and  by  a 
Christian  scholar.  But  a man,  like 
Mr.  Petri,  who  quietly  and  mo- 
destly, by  his  piety  and  charity, 
attracts  by  degrees  some  congenial 
minds,  holds  retired  prayer  meet- 
ings, reads  the  Gospel  with  them, 
thus  as.sembics  a small  Society  of 
disciples  of  our  Lord,  which  gra- 
dually increases,  by  extending  its 
influence  over  larger  numbcTs;  he 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  proper 
person  to  bring  Israelites  here  to 
the  Lord.” 

Petri  has  now  circulated  upwards 
of  2,000  religious  books  and  New 
Testaments.  M.ay  this  good  seed 
partly  fall  among  thorns,  or  on  the 
way  side,  it  will  also  partly  fall  into 
a good  land,  where  it  will  lake  root, 
grow  up.  and  bring  fruit;  for  the 
word  of  God  cannot  return  empty. 
If  I am  asked.  What  good  have  you 
done  ? W hat  fruit  can  you  show 
me  ? My  answer  is,  We  prepare  the 
ground,  and  we  sow  our  seed.  The 
husbandman,  who  yeslerday  com- 
mitted the  seed  to  the  field,  dues  not 
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expect  to  see  it  to-day  grown  up  to 
full  ears. 

I have  been  highly  delighted  by  a 
letter  I lately  received  from  Mr. 
Von  Meyer,  at  Frankfort,  in  which  he 
infornis  me  of  the  institution  formed 
at  Stockhani  by  Count  von  der 
Recke,  for  the  reception  and  in- 
struction of  Jewish  converts,  desti- 
tute of  other  support.  “ Our  So- 
ciety,” he  adds,  “ sends  for  the 
future  all  the  Jewish  strangers  who 
are  desirous,  after  becoming  Chris- 
tians, to  that  institution,  where  they 
find  every  thing  they  want  for  exa- 
mination, instruction,  baptism,  suit- 
able employment  ; and  whence,  if 
they  chose,  they  may  be  sent  to  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  to 
form  colonics,  where  ninety  Societies 
for  this  object  have  been  formed. 
Wonderful  are  the  ways  of  the 
Lord  !”  I add.  Blessed  be  the  Lord, 
the  God  of  Israel ! for  now  I am  re- 
lieved from  all  iny  anxieties,  what 
to  do  with  poor  bat  sincere  Jews, 
who  are  kept  back  from  the  Chris- 
tian church,  by  a fear  of  utter  tem- 
poral want.  My  dear  Petri  informs 
me,  that  in  Hamburg,  the  minds  are 
not  yet  prepared  for  the  formation 
of  a Society.  1 am  therefore  of 
opinion,  that  the  venerable  London 
Society  will  do  well  in  appointing  a 
Missionary  in  that  city,  who  may 
continue  the  labour  in  the  modest 
aud  unostentatious  spirit  of  Mr. 
Petri.  But  1 must  lay  claim  on  my 
dear  Petri;  1 cannot  do  without 
him. 

Time  must  now  soon  teach  me, 
whether  the  contributions  from  the 
Prussian  provinces  will  be  consi- 
derable enough  to  pay  Mr.  Petri’s 
journeys.  1 doubt,  because  too  few 
feel  an  interest  in  the  cause.  Re- 
eommendiug  myself  unto  the  conti- 
nuance of  your  friendship  and  in- 
lerccssion, 

I am,  your’s,  &c. 

Von  Blomberg. 


Report  of  the  Society  for  promoting 
Christianity  among  the  Jews  in  the 
fVestphalian  Provinces,  under  the 
dominion  of  the  King  of  Prussia, 
especially  in  the  division  of  ,Minden. 

This  Society,  which  first  was  form- 
ed in  November  1821,  at  Dctmold, 
in  the  princedom  of  Lippe,  exists  now 
only  for  the  contiguous  Prussian  pro- 
vinces, especially  the  division  of  Min- 
den.  It  abstains  from  all  activity 
for  promoting  the  salvation  of  Israel, 
as  far  as  respects  the  dependencies  of 
the  prince  of  Lippe,  though  the  pre- 
sident of  the  Society  and  the  mis- 
sionary reside  at  Detmold,  and  the 
town  of  jDetmold  is  situated  in  the 
centre  between  Hoxter,  Paderborn, 
Bielefeld,  Herford,  and  Minden.  It 
connects  itself,  according  to  the  8th 
article  of  its  constitution,  as  a branch 
society,  with  the  central  society,  esta- 
blished for  the  same  object  at  Berlin, 
and  has  not  only  been  received  and 
acknowledged  in  that  character  by  a 
letter  of  the  5th  of  February, but  also 
sanctioned  by  a most  gracious  special 
order  of  the  king’s  majesty  of  the  5th 
of  April. 

In  making  this  event  public,  we 
call  upon  all  Christians  within  the 
Westphalian  provinces  of  the  king  of 
Prussia,  especially  the  division  of 
Minden,  to  unite  with  us  in  the  spirit 
of  Christian  love  to  the  effect  of 
taking  efficiently  to  heart  the  case  of 
the  people  of  Israel,  which  too  long 
has  groaned  under  the  pressure  of  an 
unchristian,  rough,  and  uncharitable 
treatment,  and  for  being  dealt  with 
in  a manner  which  shewed  too  little 
regard  and  forbearance,  has  been 
kept  back  from  arriving  earlier  at 
the  knowledge  of,  and  the  believing 
in,  the  true  Messiah  ; because  it  ima- 
gined to  sec  in  him  only  the  head  of 
its  enemies  and  oppressors.  To  de- 
liver the  Israelites  from  this  prejudice, 
and  to  bring  them  to  a conviction,  that 
by  faith  in  a Messiah,  who  has  already 
appeared,  they  do  not  apostatize  from 
the  religion  of  their  fathers;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  rise  a degree  higher  to- 
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wards  their  God ; this  will  be  our  un- 
ceasing endeavour : while  we  agree 
with  them  indeed  in  stating,  that  they 
still  have  to  expect  a Messiah;  hut 
who  will  he  no  other  but  He,  who 
has  appeared  eighteen  centuries  ago; 
who,  as  the  true  paschal  lamb,  has 
accomplished  our  reconciliation  to 
God;  and  after  his  resurrection  has 
visibly  ascended  to  heaven,  whence 
he  will  come  hack  again  to  make  his 
people  of  Israel  happy  and  blessed. 

Moreover,  we  invite  all  sincere  and 
intelligent  Israelites  to  a mature  con- 
sideration, if  any  other  sacrifice  for 
their  sins  can  he  acceptable  in  the 
sight  of  God,  after  that  eighteen  cen- 
turies ago,  when  their  fathers  rejected 
the  Messiah,  by  sacrificing  him,  who 
was  the  Lamb  of  God,  taking  away  the 
sin  of  the  world,  to  an  ignominious 
death,  all  sacrifices  have  ceased,  their 
temple  has  been  demolished,  and 
during  so  many  centuries,  they,  in 
the  most  striking  manner,  have  ex- 
perienced the  severity  of  God  for 
liaving  thus  rejected  their  Messiah. 

Such  among  them,  as  are  truly 
concerned  about  the  salvation  of  their 
souls,  who,  grieved  for  their  sins,  are 
without  peace,  without  hope  and 
comfort  in  death,  we  would  kindly 
invite  to  address  themselves  confi- 
dently to  us.  We  pledge  ourselves 
to  impart  to  them,  holding  their 
names  concealed,  both  instruction 
and  good  advice,  how  they  may  he 
led  into  the  way  of  truth,  in  which 
alone  rest  of  the  soul,  peace  with 
God,  and  a solid  hope  of  everlasting 
salvation  is  to  be  obtained ; and  we 
promise  them,  that  their  giving  up 
the  Talmud  will  he  abundantly  com- 
pensated by  the  word  of  God  himself. 
It  is  very  far  from  our  intention,  to 
make  use  of  any  means  of  compul- 
sion: every  one  is  at  full  liberty  to 
choose  for  himself;  hut  we  arc  hold 
to  affirm,  that  we  are  jirepared  to  lay 
before  every  Israelite,  who  seeks 
truth,  such  evidences  of  the  Christian 
religion,  as  will  not  only  make  it 
easy,  but  a sacred  duty  to  him,  to 
make  his  transition  to  it. 

All  good  Christians,  who  take  a 
cordial  interest  in  the  furtherance  of 


the  kingdom  of  God,  will  find  no 
difficulty  to  join  the  Society  by  con- 
tributing the  small  sum  of  one  dollar 
annually.  Every  subscriber  for  that 
sum  is  received  a member  of  the  So- 
ciety ; and  such  as  give  once  for  all 
a donation  in  support  of  it,  let  it  he 
as  small  as  it  will,  are  gratefully  con- 
sidered as  benefactors  of  the  Society. 

May  the  blessing  of  God,  promised 
to  those  who  bless  his  people,  come 
u(h>n  us  all ! 


CONTINUATION  OF  ACCOUNT 
FROM  MADRA.S. 

The  information  which  respects 
the  population  of  the  Cochin  Jews 
having  been  received  from  Mr,  Sar- 
gon,  the  acting  secretary  now  lays 
before  the  Committee  the  list  of  the 
White,  and  those  usually  termed 
Black  Jews,  who  dwell  at  that  station, 
and  their  freed  and  household  ser- 
vants respectively.  This  list  Mr. 
Sargon  states  to  be  the  most  correct 
that  can  be  furnished.  The  Com- 
mittee are  aware  that  for  those 
hitherto  obtained,  we  have  been  in- 
debted to  registers  and  to  foreign 
aid.  Previous  to  laying  it  before  the 
Committee,  it  appeared  a natural 
point  of  enquiry,  in  addition  to  the 
information  of  which  they  are  al- 
ready in  possession  on  the  subject,  as 
to  what  was  meant  by  the  terms 
“ freed  servants”  and  “ household 
servants.”  amongst  the  Jews  of  the 
present  day  at  Cochin  ; and  this  was 
the  cause  of  the  reference  to  Mr. 
Sargon  noted  in  the  margin  of  his 
letter.  No.  5,  dated  1 1th  October  last, 
and  the  information  having  been  ob- 
tained is  now  presented  to  the  Com- 
mittee- 

By  Mr.  Sargon’s  account,  it  seems 
that  the  merchandize  of  Hebrews 
among  the  Jews  is  done  away  entirely. 
The  rules  therefore  laid  down  by 
Moses,  which  restricted  them  under 
the  law  in  this  respect,  are  of  no 
force : for  better  reminiscence,  how- 
ever, it  may  be  as  well  to  make  short 
quotations  from  those  laws.  Exod. 
XXI.  2 — 4 : “ If  thou  buy  a Hebrew 
servant,  six  years  shall  he  serve,  and 
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on  Ihe  7lh  go  out  free  for  nothing; 
and  if  he  came  married,  his  wife  shall 
go  out  with  him. — If  the  wife  l)e  liis 
master’s,  he  must  go  out  by  .himself.” 
— Again,  Levit.  xxv.  39 — 41  : “And 
if  thy  brother  that  dwelleth  by  thee 
be  waxen  poor,  and  be  sold  uiito  thee, 
thou  shalt  nut  compel  him  to  serve 
as  a bond-servant;  but  as  an  hired 
servant,  and  us  a sojourner,  he  shall 
be  with  thee,  and  shall  serve  thee 
until  the  year  of  jubilee;  and  then 
shall  he  depart  from  thee,  both  he 
and  his  children  with  him.”  These 
being  neither  bought  nor  sold  at  Co- 
chin, the  laws  just  quoted  are  not 
applicable  to  the  present  stale  of  the 
Jews  there;  besides,  neither  the  sab- 
batical year  nor  the  year  of  jubilee, 
has  been  kept  since  the  dispersion,  as 
not  suitable  to  them,  being,  as  they, 
are,  far  from  the  holy  land,  to  which 
alone  those  years  have  reference. 

Of  Household  Servants. 

The  household  servants  they  now 
have  were  originally  purchased,  (as 
were  those  they  have  freed,)  from 
amongst  the  five  lowest  casts  of  the 
natives;  namely,  carpenters,  workers 
in  brass,  gold  and  silver-smiths,  iron- 
smiths,  and  palayen  or  pullec-casts ; 
and  to  make  proselytes  from  these 
was  one  of  the  privileges  granted  by 
Chesam  Permaul,  the  Malabaric  king, 
and  recorded  on  the  brass  plate  they 
now  possess.  Part  of  the  ordinances  of 
Moses,  respecting  the  purchase  of 
bond-servants,  follow  : — 

Levit.  xxv.  44:  “ Both  thy  bond- 
men,  and  thy  bond-maids,  which  thou 
shall  have,  shall  be  of  the  heathen 

Goim)  that  are  round  about 
you : of  them  shall  ye  buy  bond-men 
and  bond-maids.  Ver.  45,  Moreover, 
of  the  children  of  the  strangers 
Ad  vena:)  that  do  sojourn 
among  you,  of  them  shall  ye  buy, 
and  of  their  families  that  are  v<ith 
you,  which  they  begat  in  your  land  ; 
and  they  shall  be  your  possession. — 
Ver.  46.  AihI  ye  .shall  take  them  as 
an  inheritance  fur  your  children  after 
you  to  inherit  them  for  a posses- 
sion; they  shall  be  your  bond-men  for 
ever.” 


The  preceding  has  likewise  re- 
ference to  the  strangers  that  so- 
journed in  the  Holy  Land,  and  the 
Goim,  or  heathen,  which  then  sur- 
rounded it.  Since  they  have  been 
under  the  British  government,  they 
have  not  purchased  bond-men  «w 
bond-maids;  they  have,  however, 
established  certain  customs  amongst 
themselve.s,  in  regard  to  the  emanci- 
pation of  their  household  servants, 
which  will  be  stated  in  due  course. 
But,  first,  of  the  ceremonies  observed 
after  the  purchase  of  a bond-servant 
from  the  natives. 

Circumcision. — This  rile  (common 
to  all  Jews)  was  performed  on  the 
bond-servant  by  the  master  of  the 
family,  or  one  of  Ihe  elders  properly 
qualified,  and  thus  they  imitated 
the  patriarchal  institution  as  cove- 
nanted by  God  with  Abraham.  Gen. 
xvii.  12:  “ And  he  that  is  eight 
days  old  shall  be  circumcised;  he 
that  is  born  ;u  the  house,  or  bought 
with  money  of  any  stranger,  (13J  “ j 3 
filio  alienigena,)  which  is  not  of  thy 
seed.” — Ver  23 : “ And  Abraham  look 
Ishmael  his  son,  and  all  that  were 
born  in  his  house,  and  all  that  were 
bought  with  his  money,  every  male, 
and  circumcised  them.”  And  it  docs 
not  appear  that  they  employ  circuin- 
ci.scd  people  in  their  service.  After 
circumcision,  the  servant  was  taken 
to  a place  where  there  was  much 
water,  wherein'he  was  dipped  or  bap- 
tised, the^  using  the  following  prayeri 
“ Blessed  be  thou,  O Lord  our  God, 
and  king  of  the  universe,  (or  ever- 
lasting king,)  who  hast  sanctified  us 
by  thy  commandments,  and  hast  en- 
joined us  concerning  the  dipping  of 
serv.ants.”  After  this,  the  Jews  say, 
the  servant  becomes,  in  every  respect, 
as  Eliezer. — Gen.  xv.  2.  (namely) 
“ The  steward  of  Abraham’s  house.” 
Ver.  3,  “ One  born  in  his  house;”  and 
ver.  34,  “ his  servant.”  If  a female, 
she  was  only  dipped  or  baptized,  they 
using  the  same  prayer  as  above.  With 
proselytes,  being  natives,  like  ceremo- 
nies are  observed  as  with  the  servant 
purchased  for  money;  the  only  dif- 
ference as  concerns  the  baptism  is  a 
change  in  the  prayer,  to  “ the  dipping 
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of  prosel)  le«,”  instead  of  “ the  dip- 
ping of  servants.”  It  appears  there 
are  three  men  of  this  description  now 
at  Cochin,  who  were  originally  hea- 
thens— their  present  names  are  Reu- 
ben, Simeon,  (brethren,)  and  Hagim. 
They  arc  termed  Geerim, 

strangers,  Deut.  x.  18,  “ God  loveth 
the  (nj  Perigriniis,)  stranger,  in  giv- 
ing him  food  and  raiment.” — Ver.  19, 
“ Love  ye,  therefore,  the  stranger, 
for  ye  were  strangers  in  the 

land  of  Egypt.”  They  are,  however, 
looked  upon  l)y  the  Cochin  Jews  in 
no  better  light  than  household  ser- 
vants, which  has  been  condemned  by 
some  Jews,  who  say,  they  should  be 
considered  as  superior  to  freed  ser- 
vants. To  this,  it  was  replied,  that 
it  had  been  usual  since  the  time  of 
their  forefathers  thus  to  designate 
them,  though  under  what  law  or 
custom  they  are  ignorant;  hut  as 
they  conceive  their  ancestors  to  have 
had  more  experience  than  themselves, 
they  therefore  conclude  that  they 
cannot  alter  this  usage. 

Of  Freed  Servants. 

On  this  point,  there  are  certain 
laws  or  constitutions  of  the  syna- 
gogue to  he  observed,  which  they 
have  themselves  framed  as  already 
stated. 

To  make  a bond-servant  free, 
therefore,  the  master  pays  to  the  sy- 
nagogue  forty-one  rupees  for  every 
man-servant,  and  sixty-oue«for  each 
maid-servant.  There  is  no  fixed 
time,  however,  for  the  payment ; and 
it  is  accordingly  made  whenever  the 
master  may  please,  and  the  servant 
be  found  worthy,  it  being  considered 
as  a mark  of  the  master’s  attestation 
of  the  fidelity  and  industry  of  the 
servant,  though  some  do  this  out  of 
ostentation,  and  to  obtain  the  praise 
of  men.  A certificate  of  freedom, 
termed  “ a bill  of  liberty,”  is  made 
out;  and  after  the  servant  has  fasted 
the  whole  day,  when  the  evening  ser- 
vice is  concluded,  he  receives  the  bill 
signed  by  his  master,  ;ind  to  which 
the  seal  of  the  synagogue  is  affixed. 
He  then  goes  about  from  house  to 
house,  kissing  hands  and  I'eet,  begin- 


ning with  that  of  his  former  master. 
Thus  emancipated,  the  synagogue 
grants  these  people  certain  privi- 
leges. 

1st.  They  are  permitted  to  make 
themselves  seesith,  or  fringes, 

upon  the  four  quarters  of  their  (inner) 
vesture,  (which  is  quadrangular,  and 
termed  Taleeth,)  wherewith  they 
cover  themselves,”  vide  Deut.  xxii. 
12.  Compare  Numb.  xv.  38  ; and  to 
use  the  Tephilleen,  Exod. 

xiii.  9.  16.,  viz.  “ A sign  upon  their 
hand,”  (and  tied  on  the  arm,  and  ex- 
tended and  fastened  to  the  fingers) 
whilst  at  prayers,  to  which  the  word’ 
refers. 

2nd.  They  are  admitted  to  com- 
plete the  Asarah,  or  number 

of  ten  persons,  who  are  required  to 
be  assembled  before  divine  service 
can  be  performed  in  the  synagogue. 

3rd.  When  they  die.  a stun  is 
granted  from  the  funds  of  the  syna- 
gogue to  purchase  a cofiiii  for  their 
decent  burial.  On  the  man-servant 
being  freed,  the  offspring  is  al.so 
considered  to  he  free.  They  are  at 
liberty  when  freed  to  remain  wilh 
their  former  masters  if  they  itlease, 
but  in  that  event  there  is  no  addilion 
made  of  hire.  They  receive  no  more 
then  they  did  before,  namely,  food 
and  raiment.  These  customs  relate 
principally  to  the  White  Jews,  the 
wives  and  children  of  the  Black  Jews 
supplying  the  place  of  servants,  and 
this,  as  well  from  their  poverty,  as 
from  thefr  having  adopted  the  habits 
and  customs  of  the  natives,  whom  they 
also  imitate  in  their  dress,  and  which 
will  account  for  the  paucity  of  their 
servants  in  the  list  compared  wilh 
their  numbers,  being  as  twenty-nine 
to  one;  though  those  who  can  atl'ord 
it  keep  domestics.  The  While  Jews, 
however,  cannot  do  without  them. 
They  formerly  had  six  or  seven  to  a 
family;  at  ])rcsent,  their  household 
servants  exceed  the  population  ns 
270  to  217  only:  vide  List.  These 
servants,  however,  bond  or  free,  can 
only  intermarry  amongst  themselves; 
and  what  is  more,  as  formerly  re- 
marked, the  While  Jews’  servant, 
with  the  While  Jew.s’  servant,  and 
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the  black  with  the  Black ; at  the  same 
time,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  al- 
though it  would  appear  they  do  uot 
now  take  their  female  servants  as 
concubines,  (see  Gen.  xxv.  0,)  yet 
they  have  connexion  with  them  be- 
fore their  marriage,  and  some  even 
afterwards.  Should  the  master  be  so 
poor,  that  he  cannot  free  his  servant 
according  to  the  institutions  of  the 
synagogue,  he  then  only  grants  him 
“ the  bill  of  liberty,”  and  thus  frees 
him  from  his  servitude  or  bondage; 
but  in  such  case  he  does  not  enjoy 
the  privileges  above  specified,  nor  is 
he  considered  in  the  same  light  as 
the  servant  who  is  so  free,  but  ratber 
as  an  household  servant.  There  is 
one  man  at  Cochin  who  may  be  called 
“ a. servant  of  servants;”  he  is  en- 
tered at  the  bottom  of  the  list.  It 
seems  he  was  purchased  from  among 
the  lowest  casts  of  the  natives  by  the 
freed  servants  of  a White  Jew,  and  is 
in  the  most  degraded  degree  of  esti- 
mation amongst  them. 

1 am,  &c. 

T.  Jarratt. 

Madras,  March  15,  1822. 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  BECKER  AT 
WARSAW. 

Warsaw,  August  4<A,  1823. 

Rev.  and  dearest  Sir, 

Your  kind  letter  containing  the 
resolution  of  the  honoured  Com- 
mittee, respecting  my  staying  liere 
till  the  arrival  of  Mr.  M'CauI,  I 
have  received,  but  that  which  you 
kindly  promised  me  with  the  next 
post  has  never  arrived.  Nor  have  I 
heard,  or  seen  any  thing  yet  of  Mr. 
M'Caul ; I shall  wait  therefore  no 
longer,  but  proceed  to  give  you  some 
farther  .account  of  what  I have  been 
enabled,  through  the  grace  of  the 
Lord,  to  do  since  my  last  of  the  26th 
of  May.  The  same  day  1 had  a con- 
versation with  Mr.  E , by  which 

I perceived  that  he  has  still  the  same 
Christian  princi|rles,  though  he  had 
not  been  with  me  since  the  depar- 
ture of  my  friends. 

May  27.  Was  visited  by  the  Vo r- 
singer,  spoke  to  him  on  the  con- 
VOL.  VIll. 


version,  and  from  9 Tim.  iv.  on  the 
serenity,  firmness,  and  hopes  of  the 
apostle  Paul,  when  be  knew  he  was 
going  to  be  offered  np  for  the  sake 
of  Christ;  showing  him  that  he  had 
not  been  sorry  to  have  believed  in 
him,  nor  in  the  least  willing  to  re- 
cant what  he  had  preached. 

May  28.  Spoke  to  some  Jews, 
who  happened  to  be  with  Mr.  Hall 
on  business,  and  gave  them  tracls; 
one  of  them  seemed  much  against 
Christianity,  another  would  come  to 
me  again. 

May  29.  A Jewish  tailor,  who 
had  been  here  before,  said,  he  was 
much  afraid  of  his  father,  because 
he  thought  that  he  was  inclined  to 
the  Christian  religion ; he  told  me  he 
would  come  here  with  some  other 
persons,  to  hear  about  the  things 
I had  to  say  to  them. 

May  31.  Saturday  I was  visited 

by  Mr.  B , the  learned  Hebrew 

scholar  mentioned  before;  he  wishes 
very  much  that  the  Society  might 
publish  an  explanation  of  Daniel’s 
prophecies,  as  the  Jews  in  general 
did  not  understand  them  : he  pressed 
the  subject  very  much  ; and  I,  from 
the  same  reason,  unite  with  him  in 
wishing  the  same.  I spoke  to  him 
on  Zech.  iii.  9,  he  seems  much  con- 
cerned at  present  about  Christianity. 
Yea,  he  said,  he  should  be  baptized 
if  he  had  no  family,  and  if  his  wife 
were  not  so  much  against  it. 

June  r.  L.  and  his  friend  were 
again  present  at  our  German  service. 
I spoke  through  the  grace  of  the 
lord,  on  Eph.  ii.  8,  9. 

June  4.  Offered  Tracts  to  a Jew 
who  refused  them,  and  was  unwilling 
to  hear  any  thing  of  what  I had  to  say 
to  him ; had  a long  conversation  with 
an  elderly  Jew,  who  was  very  atten- 
tive, nor  did  he  make  many  objec- 
tions; but  he  had  still  a high  regard 
for  the  Talmud,  thinking  it  equal  to 
the  Bible;  sold  the  Prophets  to  a 
schoolmaster  for  two  florins,  and 
gave  them  gratis  to  another  who  was 
poorer  still  ; he  had  before  received 
a New  Testament  of  which  he  had 
made  a good  use.  Read  with  Bar- 
mann,  Is.  i. 

3 Rl 
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June  5.  Read  to  the  Vorsinger 
the  answers  to  his  five  questions; 
he  seemed  particularly  satisfied  with 
the  last,  where  1 had  showai  him, 
that  Joseph  would  not  have  mar- 
ried the  Virgin  Mary  if  she  had 
not  been  of  the  family  of  David, 
he  himself  being  of  it,  and  it  having 
been  enjoined  them  not  to  marry 
out  of  their  tribes,  lest  the  inherit- 
ances should  go  from  one  tribe  to 
the  other.  He  had  been  hindered 
from  coming  to  me  by  mneh  busi- 
ness ; nor  was  his  mind  disengaged 
enough  to-day  to  dictate  to  me  any 
more  questions,  though  he  said,  he 
had  ten  more  to  put  to  me;  some 
more  Jews  were  with  me,  of  whom 
two  bought  the  Prophets  ; they  paid 
however  but  little,  all  seeming  very 
poor : one  was  a female  servant,  who 
bought  a copy  of  the  Prophets  for 
her  bridegroom,  as  she  said  : to  ano- 
ther I gave  one  gratis.  All  received 
a word  of  comfort  and  exhortation. 
Another  again  confessed  his  belief 
in  the  Lord  Jesus,- and  would  come 
for  instruction  ; he  had  been  here 
several  times  before,  but  he  men- 
tioned also  his  dependence  on  the 
Jews  in  his  present  situation. 

June  7.  No  Jews  with  me  all  day, 
though  Saturday. 

June  9.  Sold  two  copies  of  the 
Prophets;  read  with  Barmann,  Ihev 
5th,  Cth,  and  7th  chapters  of  Ro- 
mans, speaking  to  him  on  their  con- 
tents, and  gave  him  a Germau  book, 
containing  the  history  of  the  life  of 
Jesus. 

June  10.  Explained  the  Creed  to 
Mr.  Sass’s  coachman.  Sold  three 
copies  of  the  Prophets  to  three  ap- 
parently very  poor  Jews,  each  paid 
only  one  florin. 

June  1 1.’  Read  with  and  explained 
to  Barmann  part  of  the  8th  chapter 
of  Romans  ; had  a conversation  with 
another  Jew  who  had  beeii  with  me 
before;  asking  him  whether  he  had 
thought  farther  on  what  he  had 
heard  the  last  time;  he  said,  that  he 
must  then  begin'  to  think  contrary 
to  what  he  had  done  hitherto.  I 
told  him  the  truth  once  more,  and 
though  he  could  not  answer  to  many 


things,  yet  he  refused  to  consent  to 
them. 

June  12.  Had  some  conversation 
with  the  Vorsinger,  and  read  to  him 
part  of  the  life  of  Solomon  Duitsch. 

June  13.  Spoke  of  the  Messiah 
to  another  Jew,  w.ho  was  in  the  house 
on  business,  but  he  was  quite  unwil- 
ling to  enter  into  any  conversation 
with  me  about  such  things. 

June  14.  Saturday,  was  visited 
only  by  a few  Jews;  two  of  whom  did 
not  know  the  ten  commandments. 
1 endeavoured  to  teach  the  same  to 
them. 

June  15.  Lent  to  a Jew,  who  had 
a great  desire  to  know  the  truth,  a 
New  Testament,  begging  him  to  come 
to  me  again  when  he  had  read  a ]>art 
in  it;  a short  time  after,  he  returned 
with  another  Jew,  saying,  he  could 
not  Understand  Matt.  i.  18,  &c.  we 
read  then  together,  and  I conversed 
with  them  for  nearly  two  hours. — 
There  came  another  poor  Jew,  who 
manifested  a great  desire  to  learn 
something,  and  who  had  received  a 
copy  of  the  Prophets  before,  which 
had  been  stolen  from  him  whilst  in  an 
hospital,  wishing  very  much  to  have 
another,  for  which  he  brought  all 
the  money  he  had  got  to  live  upon 
tliat  day,  which  I returned  to  him, 
giving  him  the  Prophets  gratis. 

June  16.  Three  young  men,  who 
had  been  with  me  the  day  before, 
came- again,  and  three  others,  with 
whom  1 disputed  for  several  hours. 
But  it  was  surprizing  how  they 
wrested  and  perverted  the  Scrip- 
tures to  model  them  to  their  own 
purpose:  as  fur  instance,  Gen.  xlix, 
should  mean — The  rod  or  punishment 
shall  nut  depart  from  Judah.  Dan. 
ix.  was  not  at  all  intelligible,  Daniel 
himself  had  not  known  it.  Is.  ix. 
the  counsellor,  &c.  called  the  Mes- 
siah, Prince  of  Peace — the  person 
meant  by  it  was  Ilezekiah : so  also 
Jer.  xxiii.  &c.,  &c.  One  of  them  who 
disputed  most  felt  himself  very  much 
hurt,  when  I said  the  Talmud  was 
not  the  word  of  God,  because  he  be- 
lieves that  with  the  greatest  cer- 
tainty. Another  bought  the  Pro- 
phets. 
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June  17.  One  of  those  Jews,  who 
were  with  me  last  night,  spent  to-day 
the  whole  afternoon  and  nearly  the 
evening  with  me;  he  told  me  that  he 
had  received  a tract  from  me  in  Cal- 
vary, namely,  when  on  my  journey 
from  hence  to  Russia  last  year;  that 
he  had  read  it,  and  that  it  had  pleased 
him  very  much ; he  told  me  also,  that 
the  Rabbi,  after  I had  left  that  place, 
ordered  all  the  books  to  be  burned, 
upon  which  two  Testaments  and 
many  tracts  had  been  committed  to 
the  fire,  of  which  he  was  an  eye-wit- 
ness. I had  distributed  three  Tes- 
taments, so  one  at  least  had  been 
spared;  he  had  retained  his  tract,  for 
which,  when  the  Rabbi  heard  of  it, 
he  allowed  him  no  more  publicly  to 
read  the  law.  The  young  man,  hav- 
ing come  to  Warsaw  on  business, 
made  much  enquiry  after  me,  and  at 
last  found  me,  being  directed  by  one 
who  had  received  a bo^ok  from  me 
the  day  before.  He  came  quite  in  a 
hurry,  and  his  zeal  to  know  the  truth 
seems  very  ardent,  as  a proof  of  which 
it  may  be  mentioned  that  be  was  not 
tired  of  reading  with  me,  in  the  course 
of  the  afternoon,  the  three  first,  and 
part  of  the  4th  chapter  of  St.  Mat- 
thew, the  1st  and  2nd  of  St.  Luke, 
again  the  2Gth  and  27th  of  St.  Mat- 
thew, in  Hebrew,  translating  it  into 
German,  and  after  that  heard  me  read 
the  53d  of  Isaiah.  He  said  his  heart 
was  full  of  joy,  and  wishes  very  much 
to  become  a Christian.  I prayed  with 
him  before  he  went  away. 

June  IS.  Read  with  Barmann  the 
9th  chapter  of  Romans,  and  disputed 
again  for  several  hours  with  two  of 
those  Jews  who  were  with  me  on  some 
preceding  days.  I hope  the  Lord  will 
have  mercy  upon  them,  and  show 
them  that  they  have  l)een  hitherto  in 
error. 

June  19.  Had  a pleasing  conver- 
sation with  an  aged  learned  Jew, 
whom  I met  in  the  street — though  he 
seemed  not  inclined  to  become  a 
Christian,  yet  our  conversation  tend- 
ed towards  this  object,  and  1 had  an 
opportunity  to  tell  him  what  true 
Christianity  was — he  promised  to  visit 
me.  A Jew  resident  near  Sandomir, 


who  had  received  a New  Testament 
some  months  ago,  came  tome;  he 
said  that  he  had  his  children  in- 
structed in  the  Testament,  and  he 
himself  seemed  very  open  for  con- 
viction. I spoke  to  him  on  the  things 
which  were  to  be  effected  by  the 
Messiah  at  his  first,  and  tho.se  that 
would  be  at  his  second  advent.  Three 
of  the  young  men,  mentioned  above, 
came  again ; one  of  them,  who  is  an 
amiable  young  man,  to  whom  I had 
lent  a New  Testament,  had  read 
through  the  whole  of  it.  1 spoke  to 
them  again  on  Gen.  xlix. ; Isa.  vii. 
Mai.  iii.  &c. ; two  of  them  bought 
copies  of  the  Prophets.  After  them 
two  more  Jews  came,  one  of  whom 
was  a Vorsinger — he  also  bought  a 
copy  of  the  Prophets,  and  I spoke  to 
him  on  Gen.  xlix.  Dan.  ix.  Is.  liii. 
&c. 

June  20.  A poor  sick  Jew,  who  was 
going  to  London,  begged  a copy  of 
the  Prophets  to  read  on  his  journey, 
which  J gave  him,  with  a word  of 
exhortation  : 1 was  again  visited  by 
two  of  the  above-mentioned  Jews, 
when  1 had  another  disputation  with 
them.  Qnt  I .see  in  them  again  most 
plainly,  that  the  peculiar  grace  of 
God  is  necessary  to  convince  any  sin- 
ner of  the  error  of  his  ways,  and  that 
no  human  power  is  sufficient.  May 
the  Lord,  therefore,  bless  to  them 
what  they  have  now  so  often  heard. 

June  22.  Another  poor  Jew,  who 
was  going  to  England,  begged  me  to 
give  him  the  word  of  God,  meaning 
the  Prophets,  to  read  on  the  road. 
After  him,  two  more  came,  of  whom 
each  paid  one-half  for  the  Prophets. 
In  the  evening,  one  of  those  young 
men  who  had  been  with  me  often  last 
week,  came  again,  when  1 had  ano- 
ther conversation  with  him,  which  I 
hope  the  Lord  has  not  left  without  a 
blessing. 

June  24.  Yesterday  and  to-day 
was  engaged  in  getting  out  two 
chests  of  books  J had  received,  being 
obliged  to  be  stamped  and  passed. 
Having  no  time  yesterday  to  read 
with  J , the  young  man  who  re- 

turned on  Sunday,  Tgave  him  a New 
Testament,  bound  together  with  the 
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Prophets,  desiring  him  to  read  it ; I 
catechised  him  to-day  about  what  he 
had  read,  and  found  that  he  had  read 
the  New  Testament  with  attention. 

July  2.  Read  with  J to  the 

10th  of  Matthew ; he  had  committed 
the  Lord’s  prayer  to  memory  the  day 
before,  and  composed  another  prayer 
for  himself,  with  which  I was  much 
pleased,  it  containing  petitions  for 
purifying  his  own  heart,  and  for  the 
Holy  Spirit  upon  his  friends,  &c. 

July  3.  Had  a conversation  with 
two  aged  Jews,  who  seemed  not  op- 
posed to  Christianity. 

July  4.  Read  and  conversed  again 

with  J ; then  with  two  other 

Jews,  of  whom  one  was  the  master  of 
a school,  and  the  other  his  assistant ; 
one  of  their  scholars  was  also  present 
during  the  conversation.  The  master 
assured  me  that  he  wished  to  know 
the  truth,  and  was  very  attentive 
when  I was  advancing  to  him  the 
arguments  of  our  most  holy  religion. 
The  young  man,  too,  seems  well  dis- 
posed ; he  has  hceu  in  Holland  be- 
fore, and  intends  to  go  to  Count 
von  der  Recke’s  institution,  hy  whom 
there  is  an  advertisement  printed,' 
which  we  have  circulated.  Some 
time  after,  the  father  of  the  young 
raan  came  also  with  his  younger  son, 
with  whom  I had  another  conversa- 
tion about  the  same  things  ; he,  too, 
has  been  abroad  formerly,  and  has 
somewhat  more  than  ordinary  Jewish 
learning.  His  chief  objection  was 
against  the  Deity  of  the  Messiah,  and 
against  his  supernatural  conception. 
I showed  him  Jer.  xxiii.  and  Is  xlviii. 

July  5.  Saturday,  spent  again  se- 
veral hours  with  J . I am  glad 

to  perceive  that  he  is  growing  in 
knowledge,  and  1 hope  in  grace,  too. 
Also  two  other  Jews  came,  of  whom 
one  had  received  a New  Testament 
long  since,  with  the  contents  of  which 
I found  he  was  tolerably  acquainted. 
Read  with  a schoolmaster  of  the 
Chasidim  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews. 

1 hope  not  without  benefit.  After- 
wards, had  some  more  conversation 
with  two  other  Jews,  who  are  both 
convinced  that  the  Messiah  has  come, 
that  our  Saviour  is  the  Messiah. 


July  8.  Read  with  J both 

yesterday  and  to-day  to  the  22d  of 
St.  Matthew.  By  himself  he  has  now 
read  through  the  whole  New  Testa- 
ment. Was  visited  by  the  Vorsinger ; 
as  he  supplies  a part  of  the  Polish 
army  with  bread,  his  time  is  at  pre- 
sent very  much  taken  up  with  that, 
the  soldiers  being  in  the  camp.  He 
told  me  that  the  Jews  were  acquainted 
with  his  comiug  to  me.  I spoke  to 
him  of  the  sufierings  the  Lord  Jesus 
had  foretold  to  his  followers;  but 
mentioned  also  how  glorious  their  end 
would  be.  Spoke  to  three  more  Jews, 
who  came  to  me  on  the  one  thing 
needful,  and  supplied  them  with 
books,  for  which  I made  them  pay 
something,  even  for  the  tracts,  in 
order  that  they  may  value  them 
better. 

July  9.  Was  again  visited  by  the 
Jew,  resident  near  Sandomir — read 
with  him  the  1st  and  2nd  chapters  of 
Acts — he  bought  a copy  of  the  Pro- 
phets. 1 believe  he  is  also  convinced 
that  our  Saviour  is  their  Messiah. 

Read  with  J to  Matthew  xxvi. 

Was  again  visited  by  the  son-in-law 
of  Mr.  Solomon  H.,  with  whom  1 had 
a serious  conversation  about  salva- 
tion from  Matt.  xxv.  31,  &c.  Read 
with  him  also  the  1st  and  2nd  of 
Acts. 

July  1 1.  Had  a conversation  with 
Mr.  Sass’s  coachman. 

July  15.  Read  with  J in  the 

New  Testament,  and  continued  read- 
ing Tract,  No.  8. 

July  1C.  Had  a conversation  with 
Barmaan,  who  had  been  hindered 
from  coming  to  me  by  illness.  Spoke 
to  another  Jew  about  the  way  of  sal- 
vation. 

July  17.  Read  with  J in  St. 

John,  and  spent  several  hours  with 
L.  I am  much  pleased  with  him  ; 
he  possesses  great  talents  and  faith. 
May  the  Lord  make  use  of  him  some 
time  or  other,  as  I hope,  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  his  brethren. 

July  19.  Saturday,  read  with  a 
young  Jew,  and  explained  to  him  the 
1st  chapter  of  St.  Matthew — conti- 
nued reading  with  J in  St.  John  ; 

was  visited  by  the  Jew  who  was 
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here  last  Saturday — we  read  several 
chapters  of  St.  Matthew  together  on 

which  I spoke  to  him.  Mr.  B , 

and  a Jewish  student,  were  here  also 
for  a short  time ; the  former  men- 
tioned again  about  the  explanation 
of  Daniel. 

July  20.  (Lord’s  day.)  J 

brought  another  young  Jew  to  me 
who  wishes  to  become  a Christian 
in  order  that  he  may  be  saved.  They 
both  read  the  first  five  chapters  of  St. 
Matthew,  on  which  I made  remarks. 
This  young  man  is  from  the  same 

town  from  which  J is,  who  seems 

anxious  to  bring  him  to  the  same 
knowledge  and  faith  as  he  himself  has. 
At  the  evening  service,  where  Mrs. 
Collins,  who  also  has  contributed  to 
our  Jewish  box,  and  to  whom,  as 
well  as  to  another  English  family,  1 
communicate  the  Expositor,  was  pre- 
sent, 1 read  Dr.  Randolpli’s  sermon 
preached  before  the  Society. 

July  21.  Read  with  J , John 

xii.  and  spoke  to  a Jew  who  has 
read  the  New  Testament.  He  wished 
to  receive  remission  of  sins,  for  which 
1 advised  him  to  pray  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  who  had  shed  his  blood 
for  our  sins — another  Jew  was  pre- 
sent. 

July  23.  Spoke  to  Mr.  Sass’s  coach- 
man on  baptism,  explaining  to  him 
the  privileges  obtained,' and  the  du- 
ties enjoined  by  this  solemn  act. 

Read  again  with  J , had  a ple-as- 

ing  conversation  with  the  Vorsinger, 
and  read  the  13th  chapter  of  John 
with  the  Jewish  schoolmaster  men- 
tioned before,  who  is,  I have  no 
doubt,  fully  convinced  that  our  Sa- 
viour is  the  true  Messiah. 

July  25.  Read  with  J , John 

XV.  and  xvi.,  and  continued  Tract, 
No.  8.  Was  visited  by  two  Jews,  who 
receive  instructions  in  the  Catholic 
cloisters — spoke  to  them  and  gave 
them  Tract,  No.  9. 

July  26.  Continued  reading  with 

J , besides  whom  there  was  not 

one  Jew  with  me  to-day,  though  it 
was  their  sabbath. 

July  27.  Was  again  visited  by  the 
Rabbi  from  Russia,  who  said  he  found 


difficulty  to  get  a passport  to  Peters- 
burgh.  I had  a serious  conversation 
with  him  on  the  blindness  of  the 
Jews — shewed  him  that  to  acknow- 
ledge this  was  the  first  step  they  had 
to  take — that  the  word  of  God  only 
must  be  their  guide ; that  we  ought 
to  be  sincere  in  heart,  and  that  we 
must  experience  the  power  of  reli- 
gion. His  understanding  is,  I doubt 
not,  convinced  of  the  truth.  The 
above  account  of  him  I hrfve  received 
from  Mr.  Moritz  himself.  May  the 
Lord  guide  him  in  the  right  way. 

July  28.  Read  with  a young  Jew, 
who  had  been  here  before,  the  four 
first  chapters  of  St.  Matthew,  and 

explained  them  to  him,  with  J , 

John  xviii.  and  part  of  Rom.  i. 

July  31.  If  there  are  no  Testa- 
ments of  Solomon’s  translation  sent 
off  for  Poland,  it  would  be  good  if 
a parcel  of  two  or  three  hundred 
at  least,  and  almost  the  same  num- 
ber of  single  Prophets,  without  the 
Testament,  for  of  such  there  is  yet 
a great  number  here,  were  sent  off, 
as  soon  as  possible.'^  In  case  there  are 
some  sent  abroad,  1 should  be  glad 
to  know  where  to  write  for  them.  If 
the  Tract,  No.  8,  has  been  printed  in 
Judeo-Polish,*  we  should  be  obliged 
for  as  many  as  possible;  as  also  for 
800  or  a 1000  of  No.  9,  in  the  same 
language.  Of  the  latter  Tract,  No.  9, 
five  or  six  hundred  might  also  be 
sent  in  Hebrew.  If  you  could  send 
us  the  whole  of  the  Old  Testament, 
I think  the  Jews  will  buy  it,  to 
which  the  New  Testament  might  be 
bound.  Mr.  Saltet  has  informed  me, 
that  the  remainder  of  the  books  at 
Odessa  are  now  safe  with  Mr.  von 
Heinlet,  Hofrath  und  Schul  director 
am  Liceo  there.  In  case  Mr.  M’CauI 
has  not  yet  left  England,  I should  be 
very  much  obliged  to  you  for  some 
information  respecting  him.  He  has 
never  written  to'  me  since  the  end  of 
March,  and  the  letter  you  kindly 
promised  me,  I have  never  received. 
Recommending  myself,  as  well  as  my 
brethren,  Wendt  and  Hoff,  and  our 
whole  mission,  to  your  farther  inter- 
cession at  the  throne  of  grace,  and 
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to  all  who  love  the  brethren  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  according  to  the 
flesh, 

I remain, 

Your  ever  faithful  servant, 

W.  Ferd.  Becker. 


EXTRACTS  OF  A I.ETTER  FROM 
MESSRS.  HOFF  AND  WENDT, 
MISSIONARIES  IN  POLAND. 

Flock,  Junebth,  1823. 

Dear  Sir, 

We  take  the  liberty  to  communi- 
csite  to  you  our  experience,  which 
we  made  with  regard  to  the  poor 
Jews  since  we  left  Warsaw.  Our 
departure  froip  Mr.  Becker  and  Mr. 
Hall’s  family,  who  showed  great 
kindness  towards  us,  happened  on 
the  loth  of  April.  A Jew  from  Szi- 
rock,  called  II.  P.,  whose  brother, 
B.  P.,  by  the  grace  of  God  has  been 
brought  to  the  light  of  the  Gospel, 
having  invited  us  to  come  to  S.,  and 
to  take  our  lodging  with  him,  wc 
resolved  to  accept  or  this  invitation; 
and  thus  we  went,  in  the  company 
of  H.  P.,  to  that  place,  w hich  is  four 
German  miles  distance  from  Warsaw. 

On  the  evening  of  our  arrival  the 
Burgomaster  of  that  place,  Mr.  D., 
called  on  us.  We  found  in  him  a 
very  kind  and  a learned  man.  He 
expressed  great  delight  in  our  cause, 
and  told  us  what  steps  he  had  already 
taken  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Jews  in  this  placej  but  e.xpressed,  at 
the  same  time,  his  grief  I'or  their 
blindness,  since  they  will  not  make 
use  of  those  means  i'or  their  improve- 
ment. 

The  next  morning,  Friday,  the 
11th,  several  Jews  visited  us:  hut 
we  soon  perceived  that  they  came  to 
quarrel.  They  began  by  showing 
us,  that  the  passage  Isa.  vii.  14,  has 
been  wrongly  quoted  in  the  New 
Testament,  whereas  the  preterite 
i"nn,  has  been  put  into  the  future 
“inn.  Matt.  i.  23.  Every  reason- 
able answer  to  that  objection  seemed 
to  be  quite  in  vain  ; but  we  turned 
the  conversation  to  sin,  righteous- 


ness and  judgment,  and  exj)lained 
Dan.  ix.  24.  to  them.  Some  were 
mocking,  others  became  attentive. 
In  the  afternoon  some  other  Jews 
came.  They  listened  very  atten- 
tively, when  we  spoke  to  them  about 
the  state  of  men  in  general,  and  ex- 
plained to  them  the  Scriptures.  One 
of  them,  an  old  man,  said  that  he 
agreed  with  us  in  every  point,  espe- 
cially in  what  wc  said  about  the 
wickedness  of  the  Jews  here  in  Po- 
land ; but  he  could  not  consent  to 
our  insisting  upon  Christ’s  being  the 
Messiah.  We  showed  him  the  truth 
of  this  point  from  several  passages 
of  the  Old  Testament.  At  his  de- 
parture he  embraced  us.  In  the 
evening  the  brother  of  our  landlord 
(B.  P.)  came  from  Warsaw  for  the 
p.urpose  of  reading  the  New  Testa- 
ment with  us,  and  to  be  instructed. 
We  are  much  delighted  in  the  since- 
rity of  this  dear  young  man. 

Saturday,  I2lh.  We  had  many 
conversations  with  Jews,  so  that  we 
were  kept  in  activity  almost  all  the 
day  long,  and  much  exhausted  in 
the  evening.  Several  persons,  of  the 
nobility  came  likewise  to  us,  to 
whom  we  explained  the  object  of 
our  Society,  and  the  nature  of  true 
Christianity. 

Sunday,  13th.  This  morning  B., 
W.,  and  H.,  united  in  prayer,  and 
meditated  on  Isa.  liii.  5 Late  in  the 
evening  A.  came  to  us,  just  when 
we  had  two  very  obstinate  Jews 
against  us,  whom  wc  rebuked  about 
lilasphemy.  Soon  the  conversation 
took  another  turn,  and  we  sat  down 
quietly.  Mr.  A.  said  he  could  not 
but  love  us.  I told  them  what  love 
the  Christians  in  England  hare  to 
the  Jews,  how  they  pray  for  Israel, 
and  hov\’  they  seek  after  the  Jews  in 
all  quarters  of  the  world,  which 
seemed  to  strike  them  very  much ; 
and  thus  wc  spoke  together  till  very 
late  in  the  night. 

Monday,  14th.  A great  number 
of  Jews  assembled  again,  furnished 
with  new  arguments  against  us.  After 
having,  by  the  grace  of  God,  refuted 
those  objeclioDs  which  their  speaker 
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made  <i»ainst  Christianity,  we  told 
them,  that  our  lioly  religion  is  not 
the  true  one  because  we  pretend  that 
it  is,  hut  because  we  can  testify 
this  by  Moses  and  the  prophets;  and 
that  therefore  Moses  and  the  pro- 
phets will  one  day  be  the  judges  of 
those  who  would  not  accept  it  and 
be  saved  by  it.  Our  landlord,  his 
wife,  and  the  other  Jew  who  lives 
with  him,  seem  to  be  much  in- 
clined to  believe  the  truth  of  the 
Gos|>el. 

Tuesday,  15th.  Several  conver- 
sations took  place  this  morning.  A. 
took  frequently  our  part,  and  was 
rebuked  for  it  by  another,  a very 
perverse  Jew. 

We  left  many  tracts  and  two  New 
Testaments  in- this  place:  one  with 
our  landlord,  who,  we  expect,  will 
not  destroy  it,  and  one  with  ano- 
ther Jew.  To  other  Jews  we  lent 
it  only  during  our  stay  here,  and 
when  we  look  it  from  them,  we 
told  them  that  they  might  come  in 
future  times  to  our  landlord  and 
read  it,  if  they  felt  an  inclination  to 
get  more  instruction.  The  Burgo- 
master assisted  us  in  our  work  as 
much  as  he  could  ; he  frequently  in- 
troduced Jews  of  rank,  who  had 
business  with  him,  that  they  should 
converse  with  us. 

Thursday,  17th.  About  noon  we 
set  out  for  Pultiisk,  three  German 
miles  from  S.,  our  landlord  accompa- 
nying us.  On  the  road  we  called  fora 
Jewish  innkeeper,  who  had  been  with 
us  in  S.  and  opposed  us'  very  much. 
We  spoke  again  to  him,  and  left  him 
two  tracts.  When  we  departed,  he 
said,  “ May  the  good  God  grant  that 
we  all  soon  may  know  what  is  truth.” 
Our  landlord  commending  us  to  an 
opulent  Jew  in  P.,  we  took  our 
abode  with  him.  However,  we  soon 
found  that  our  landlord  in  S.  is  a great 
enemy  of  our  cause;  he  not  only 
rejected  himself  the  truth,  but  even 
prevented  others  from  coming  to 
us,  as  they  were  obliged  to  pass  his 
shop;  hut,  notwithstanding,  several 
Jews  came  to  us,  to  whom  we  could 
point  out  the  way  of  peace,  so  that 
we  had  almost  every  day  some  with  us. 


Sunday,  20th.  Two  other  baptized 
Jews  paid  us  several  visits;  one  of 
them,  who  understands  Hebrew  very 
well,  has  made  several  inscriptions  in 
Hebrew,  containing  many  prophecies 
concerning  the  Messiah,  on  a cross 
which  has  been  erected  in  a Catholic 
church-yard. 

Tuesday,  22d.  Our  landlord  being 
without  the  town,  some  Jews,  who 
live  in  the  yard,  came  to  us  in  the 
evening.  When  we  explained  to 
them  Isaiah  liii.,  one  of  them  observ- 
ed, that  it  would  be  a very  remark- 
able thing,  the  Jews  now  at  last 
should  accept  that  for  a truth,  which 
their  forefathers,  through  so  many 
generations,  rejected  as  falsehood. 
In  answer  to  this,  we  explained  to 
them  Hosea  iii.  4,  5.  They  went 
from  us  with  affection.  To  one  of 
them,  a teacher,  we  gave,  the  next 
morning,  the  New  Testament,  re- 
questing him  to  read  it  to  his  breth- 
ren. Other  copies  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament which  we  had  lent  to  Jews, 
we  found  better  to  take  back,  there 
being  already  several  New  Testa- 
ments in  circulation. 

W’ednesday,  23d.  We  left  P.  and 
went  to  Nasielsk,  three  German 
miles,  where  about  600  Jewish  fa- 
milies are  said  to  live. 

Mr.  G.  returned  in  the  evening 
with  several  respectable  Jews,  who 
objected,  that  Jesus  cannot  be  Mes- 
siah, because  he  spoiled  the  law. 
We  made  Mr.  G.  read  the  fifth, 
sixth,  seventh,  and  twenty-third 
chapters  of  Matthew;  after  this  we 
asked,  whether  Jesus  had  indeed 
spoiled  the  Torah.  Mr. G.  said.  No; 
and  dofended  bis  conviction  against 
the  others. 

Friday,  25th.  An  interesting  con- 
versation took  place  wifli  the  Jews 
on  the  cxlh  Psalm.  A Jew,  who  was 
called  learned,  not  being  able  to 
show  that  our  interpretation  of  it  was 
wrong,  went  away,  and  returned 
with  another,  who  brought  the 
commentary  of  Rashi  with  him,  out 
of  which  he  would  prove  that  the 
Lord  of  David  is  Abraham,  and  Mel- 
chisedec  is  Shem.  After  W.  had 
convinced  them  that  this  inlcrprela- 


448  'Extracts  of  a Letter  fro^n  Messrs.  Hoff  and  Wendt. 


lion  is  wrong,  we  showed  them  how 
dangerous  it  is,  tci  think  that  Rushi 
is  infallible  in  his  commentary  on 
the  Bible. 

Saturday,  26th.  Great  numbers 
of  Jews  were  with  us.  Long  conver- 
sations took  place.  By  the  grace  of 
God  the  Jews  were  obliged  to  con- 
sent to  one  of  our  interpretations 
after  the  other.  We  could  not  finish 
the  subject,  since  the  time  approached 
when  they  must  say  their  evening 
prayers.  They  promised  to  return 
to-iBorrow  to  continue  the  matter, 
but  came  not. 

On  Sunday,  27th,  we  had  divine 
service,  when  we  meditated  on  John 
xvi.  In  the  afternoon  H.  had  a long 
conversation  with  a Jew  on  the  na- 
ture of  sin,  and  proved  that  it  is  a 
property  of  the  soul,  and  not  of  the 
body,  as  the  rabbins  say.  G.,  who 
was  present,  agreed  with  H.  These 
and  other  things  of  the  same  kind, 
gave  us  an  opportunity  to  (wove  tliat 
the  arguments  of  the  Cabala  and  the 
Talmud,  are  only  taken  from  the 
philosophy  of  Plato  and  other  Hea- 
thens, and  are  by  no  means  revela- 
tions of  God.  Read  afterwards,  with 
G.,  Rom.  xi.  and  Heb.  xi.  W.  had, 
during  this  time  likewise,  a long  dis- 
putation with  a Jew  in  the  house  of 
a miller  in  this  place,  who  is  a Ger- 
man. 

Monday,  25th.  Being  a fair  here, 
several  foreign  Jews  came  for  hooks. 
In  the  evening  we  had  several  im- 
portant conversations  with  G.,  and 
finding  him  worthy  of  it,  we  gave 
him  a New  Testament. 

The  next  morning,  29th,  several 
Jews  came  to  purchase  the  New 
Testament ; to  two  of  them  we  sold 
it.  We  perceive  that  the  multitude 
of  Jews  in  this  place  is  already  much 
divided  ; the  smallest  part  is  for,  and 
the  greater  against  us.  G.  continued 
his  visits  daily,  and  got  thus  in- 
structed iu  the  fundamental  points 
of  our  holy  religion.  He  told  us, 
that  the  other  Jews  already  hegin  to 
call  him  au  apostate;  but  he  then 
lays  before  them  those  passages  of 
the  Bible  on  which  we  found  our  ar- 


guments, requesting  them  to  give  a 
more  natural  explanation  on  them 
than  we  do,  which  they  are  not  able ; 
and  then  he  shows  them,  that  they 
are  the  apostates  from  the  true  faith. 
Even  the  pre-chanter  confessed  that 
he  could  not  explain  the  1 1 0th  psalm 
in  a more  natural  way.  To  the  Lord 
belongs  glory  and  power. 

Thursday,  May  1st.  Finding  that 
the  Jews,  especially  now,  promote 
with  zeal  the  diabolical  book,  Tol- 
doth  Jeschu,we  found  a tract,  in  which 
a plain  and  well-founded  answer  to 
that  book  is  given,  of  gre.at  import- 
ance here  in  Poland.  We  began,  there- 
fore, with  the  translations  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hamilton’s  letter  to  Ur.  Hirs- 
chel,  to  make  use  of  it  in  writing  a 
tract  for  the  wants  of  the  Polish 
Jews.  This  translation,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  we  finished  in  a short  time. 

Saturday,  3d.  Not  one  Jew  was 
with  us.  In  the  evening,  however, 
we  heard  that  a banishment  (Din) 
had  been  pronounced  in  the  syna- 
gogue against  those  Jews  who  shall 
continue  to  come  to  iis,  which  gave 
us  a new  reason  to  pray  for  this 
blinded  people. 

The  next  morning  H.  asked  some 
Jews,  whom  he  met  near  the  house, 
whether  the  Din  was  the  reason 
that  they  did  not  come.  They  as- 
sured him  that  they  should  not  listen 
to  a banishment  with  regard  to  us,  be- 
cause no  Jew  in  the  whole  town  has 
such  a love  to  his  brethren  as  we 
have  to  the  Jews.  G.  and  another 
Jew  soon  came,  but  we  having  divine 
service,  went  away  again,  after  hav- 
ing heard  a part  of  our  meditation 
on  Matt.  vii.  14.  In  the  evening,  and 
on  the  following  day,  several  Jews 
came  again.  G.  assured  us,  that  we 
had  left  him  a precious  present  in  the 
New  Testament. 

Tuesday,  6th.  We  set  out  for 
Plonsk,  four  German  miles  from  N. 
Soon  after  our  arrival,  we  were  visited 
by  a Jew  of  education,  called  Mr.  G. 
We  soon  perceived  that  he  is  a secret 
friend  of  our  cause.  He  observed,  in 
the  course  of  our  conversation,  that 
the  book  of  Isaiah  contains  many 
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things  svliich  a Jew  may  make  doubt- 
ing, whether  he  is  in  the  right  way. 
He  observed  farther,  that  God  once 
surely  loved  the  Jews,  hut  now  he 
does  not,  &c.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
consented  to,  that  since  some  time 
the  punishments  of  God  are  gradually 
declidiug  from  them. 

The  next  day,  great  numbers  of 
Jews  visited  us,  to  whom  we  spoke 
concerning  our  coming  to  them,  and 
what  consequences  this  would  have 
for  them  in  eternity,  after  their  re- 
ceiving or  not  receiving  our  message. 
But,  alas  ! soon  we  learnt,  that  several 
of  our  tracts  were  lying  in  the  streets 
torn  in  pieces.  We  went  to  find  them 
out  who  had  done  it.  This  had  the 
consequence,  that  they  ceased  from 
destroying  them  publicly. 

H.  being  since  some  time  poorly, 
was  so  much  overtaken  by  it,  on 
Monday  the  12th,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  leave  almost  all  the  conversations 
with  Jews  to  W.  The  Jews  here  seem 
to  be  still  in  great  darkness.  W.  ar- 
gued for  a long  time  with  several 
Jews,  and  pointed  out  to  them  the 
true  meaning  of  the  prophecies  con- 
cerning the  Messiah,  so  that  they 
could  not  object  any  thing  more. 
But  so  great  is  their  blindness,  that 
even  when  they  must  tell  themselves, 
they  are  in  the  most  dangerous  error, 
they  will  not  be  brought  to  the  truth. 
May  the  Lord  give  them  his  Spirit. 

Tuesday,  13th.  Mr.  G.  relumed 
to  us  those  German  and  French  writ- 
ings which  we  had  lent  him,  bought 
a copy  of  the  Prophets  and  New  Tes- 
taments, and  expressed  the  wish  to 
do  something  for  our  cause;  was 
very  attentive  when  W.  explained  to 
him  the  love,  holiness,  and  righte- 
ousness of  God  in  the  work  of  re- 
demption ; and  complained  much 
about  the  ignorance  of  his  brethren. 
In  the  evening  a great  number  of 
Jews  were  with  us,  whom  we  showed 
the  falsehood  contained  in  Toldoth 
Jeschu.  But  they  would  not  listen 
to  the  truth,  and  mocked  where  they 
could  give  no  answer  at  all. 

Wednesday,  14th.  We  left  P.,  and 
went  to  Wyszogrod,  four  German 
miles  from  P.  We  found  there  a 
very  wholesome  lodging.  H.  anti- 

VOL.  VIII. 


cipated  the  hope,  that  the  Lord  by 
these  means  would  graciously  restore 
his  health,  if  it  should  be  necessary. 
Some  days  passed  before  the  Jews 
approached  us,  we  finding  it  belter  to 
avoid,  if  possible,  every  public  attack. 

The  Jews  being  informed  that  we 
should  attack  them  in  their  syna- 
gogue bn  their  Pentecost,  Friday, 
the  ICth,  were  resolved  to  leave  the 
synagogue  as  soon  as  we  should  enter 
it;  but  being  disappointed  in  this 
respect,  they  in  the  afternoon  came 
to  us,  and  even  in  such  numbers, 
that  our  room  and  the  place  round 
about  our  house  were  quite  crowded. 
However,  no  disputation  took  place 
on  this  day;  they  quietly  listened  to 
what  we  said  aud  asked  for  books. 

The  next  day  they  began  to  bring 
forth  their  objections;  especially 
two  Jews  of  the  Chasidim,  de- 
fended the  Jewish  principles.  H. 
being  somewhat  restored^  argued 
with  one,  and  W.  with  the  other; 
both  were  surrounded  by  many  Jews- 
H.  soon  perceived  that  his  opponent 
is  not  a man  who  seeks  the  truth, 
for  he  began  very  soon  to  injure 
both  ourselves  and  our  cause,  and 
therefore  H.  was  obliged  to  break 
off  and  bid  him  go;  but  W.  could 
speak  in  a reasonable  way  with  his 
opponent.  We  were  visited  by  a 
Jew  who  had  been  in  England  two 
years  ago,  and  is  going  there  again. 
This  man  complained  much  about 
the  ignorance  and  wickedness  of  the 
Jews  in  this  country. 

Sunday,  18th,  (Pentecost).  W.  and 
H.  went  to  the  Lord’s  table  in  the 
Protestant  Church  in  this  place, 
and  were  refreshed  and  strengthened 
by  the  Redeemer’s  love,  which  is 
stronger  than  death.  In  the  after- 
noon we  visited  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mielke, 
who  took  much  interest  in  the  ac- 
counts of  the  extension  of  the  king- 
dom of  God.  We  left  Cunningham’s 
Sermon  with  him.  In  the  evening 
the  Chnsid  Tuchal,  and  other  Cha- 
sidim, came  and  staid  with  us  till 
very  late  in  the  night,  by  which  we 
were  much  fatigued  indeed.  Though 
he  was  a little  more  reasonable  than 
yesterday ; however,  he  did  not 
blush  to  call  again  darkness  light, 
3 N 
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and  light  darkness.  The  explana- 
tion -nhich  our  Lord  liath  given  of 
the,  Ten  Commandments,  Malt.  v. 
he  called  an  addition  to  the  law,  but 
the  whole  Talmud  he  would  not 
allow  to  be  so. 

Monda}',  19th.  In  the  morning 
we  attended  the  divine  service,  and 
dined  afterwards  with  the  Rev.  M. 
Meilke.  He  told  us,  that  he  went 
twice  through  Mr.  Cunningham’s 
Sermon,  and  had  got  quite  another 
view  of  the  conversion  of  the  Jews 
bj  it  than  he  had  l)cfore.  In  the 
evening  we  endeavoured  to  prove  to 
the  Jews,  that  without  true  repent- 
ance a man  has  no  reconciliation,  and 
without  reconciliation  no  repent- 
ance; this  we  showed  them  from  the 
Levilical  dispensation,  and  afterwards 
shewed  them,  that  Christ  was  the  an- 
titype of  that  dispensation. 

Tuesday,  20th.  A young  Jew, 
who  lately  has  been  married,  visited 
us  again,  and  finding  us  alone,  he 
expressed  his  conviction  that  we  are 
in  the  right.  H.  being  occupied  in 
writing,  made  him  read  the  New 
Testament.  After  he  had  gone 
through  the  five  first  chapters  of 
Matthew,  he  expressed  his  delight 
in  this  book,  and  the  wish  that  we 
might  open  a school  where  he  could 
learn  something  really  useful. 

Wednesday,  21st.  A Chasid  told 
II.  that  he  should  consider  him  as 
one  of  his  brethren,  if  he  only  would 
not  insist  upon  Jesus  being  the  Mes- 
siah. When  H.  had  given  him  the 
reasons  why  Jesus  is  his  all  in  all,  he 
seemed  to  know  no  answer  to  this. 
H.  had  afterwards  a conversation 
with  him  on  the  nature  of  siu,  by 
which  the  heart  of  the  Chasid  seemed 
to  he  touched. 

Thursday,  22d.  Tuchal  brought 
a book,  out  of  which  he  would  prove 
the  infallibility  of  the  Jewish  belief. 
We  went  together  through  the  thir- 
teen heads  of  the  creed.  W.  ob- 
served, that  one  principal  doctrine 
of  the  Bible  has  been  omitted,  “ the 
sufferings  of  Messiah  as  a ransom 
for  the  sin  of  the  people  tisa.  liii.) 
and  we  then  argued  on  this  point. 
T. -objected,  that  Messiah  shall  give 
peace,  but  Jesus  had  only  raised  war 


and  contention  between  men.  We 
e.vplained  to  him  the  peace  which  all 
who  follow  Christ  enjoy,  and  that 
that  war,  which  not  only  Christ,  but 
even  Moses  and  the  prophets  have 
enkindled,  will  only  cease  at  that 
lime  when  no  evil-dOer  is  more  on 
earth,  it  being  a war  between  light 
and  darkness — good  and  evil. 

Saturday,  24ih.  A great  number 
of  Jews  a.ssenibled  after  dinner.  By 
the  assistance  of  the  God  of  truth, 
we  were  enabled  to  silence  all  their 
objections  by  Gen.  xlix.  lO,  Isa.  x\. 
)0;  conf.  Hosea  iii.  4,  5,  iJan.  ix. 
24 — 27;  conf  Haggai  ii.  7 — 9.  They 
went  away  divided  amongst  them- 
selves. In  the  evening  several  of 
them  returned,  introducing  a young 
man,  who  was  said  to  be  well  versed 
in  the  Bible,  a case  very  seldom 
among  the  Jews.  However,  his  ob- 
jections were,  of  course,  likewise 
groundless.  We  made  him  read  se- 
veral passages  of  the  New  Testament; 
Matt.  V.  27 — 30,  struck  him,  and  he 
requested  us  to  allow  him  that  he 
might  take  the  book  home,  which 
we  allowed  him. 

Tuesday,  27lh.  Long  conversa- 
tions took  place  again  with  several 
Jews.  One  of  them,  to  whom  W. 
proved  last  Saturday,  from  Numb. 
V.  7,  part  of  the  lesson  for  this  Sab- 
bath, that  he  is  an  evil  doer,  came 
to  tell  us,  that  we  falsely  interpreted 
that  passage,  and  that  he  gave  us 
the  explanation  of  Uashi.  This  gave 
us  au  opportunity  to  show  them  that 
the  Jews  usually  explain  the  com- 
mandments of  God  in  such  a w;iy, 
that  they  remain  innocent,  even  in 
their  greatest  wickedness.  In  the 
afternoon  several  Jews  were  very 
attentive,  when  H.  explained  to 
them  how  sin  came  into  the  world, 
and  how  man  can  become  delivered 
from  it  by  the  second  Adam,  the 
Messiah,  Jesus  Christ.  They  asked, 
“ What  true  repentance 
is  ?’’  which  we  showed  them  from 
the  signification  of  tKe  word.  Two 
young  Jews,  who  requested  us  for 
instruction  in  writing,  come  every 
afternoon,  and  are  much  attached 
to  us.  May  they  thus  come  to  the 
Lord  Jesus ! 
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Saturday,  31st-  Aniong  others, 
we  were  visited  by  a well-educated 
Jew,  a custom-officer,  whom  absence 
from  town  prevented  from  coming 
sooner  to  us.  He  told  us  that  he  had 
been  with  G.  in  Plonsk,  who  had 
commended  him  to  us.  He  com- 
plained much  about  the  blindness 
of  his  brethren  in  this  country, -and 
thought  it  very  u.seful  that  those 
Jews  iu  the  .lifferent  towns  where  we 
have  been,  who  are  convinced  that 
we  are  in  the  right  way,  should 
unite  in  assisting  us  in  our  work. 
However,  he  himself  wants  still  much 
knowledge  in  those  things  which 
belong  to  his  eternal  peace.  We 
spoke  to  him  about  them,  and  fur- 
nished him  with  several  tracts. 

Sunday,  June  1st.  Tuchal  the 
Chasid  returned  the  New  Testament 
which  we  had  lent  him ; but,  like 
the  Pharisees  of  old,  he  has  become 
still  more  perverted  by  seeing  the 
great  deeds  of  Jesus,  and  thus  he 
continued  to  fight  against  the  Holy 
One  of  Israel.  After  11.  had  several 
times  rebuked  him  concerning  blas- 
phemy, he  told  him  to  leave  the 
room.  M.ay  the  Lord  have  mercy 
on  this  blind  young  man. 

Monday,  2d.  That  young  Jew, 
who  seems  to  be  very  sincere,  (sep 
20th  of  April,)  told  us,  that  he  is 
abused  by  the  Jews  for  his  insi.sting 
upon  it  that  we  are  in  the  right. 
H.  made  him  a present  of  the  New 
Testament.  Our  two  disciples,  N. 
and  S.,  expressed  their  grief  that  we 
are  now  leaving  W.  again,  and  they 
cannot  go  on  in  learning.  The  elder 
one,  about  seventeen  years  of  age, 
is  a very  lovely  and  honest  boy. 
We  hope  the  Lord  has  opened  his 
heart.  Late  in  the  evening  M.  C. 
visited  us  again.  We  gave  him  a 
New  Testament  and  a Tremellius’s 
Catechism.  The  other  New  Testa- 
ment, which  we  had  lent  to  Jews, 
we  thought  better  to  take  back 
again. 

Tuesday,  3d.  This  morning  we 
left  W.  ami  went  to  Plock,  five  Ger- 
man miles  from  W.  On  the  road  we 
spoke,  in  a Jewish  inn,  to  an  igno- 
rant Jew,  and  gave  him  a tract. 

Wednesday,  4th.  Early  in  the 


morning  a Jew  from  Ostrolenko 
came  fo  us,  and  told  us  that  he  is 
willing  to  become  a Christian.  W'e 
found  soon  that  his  motives  were  not 
pure,  and  therefore  spake  to  him 
about  true  Christianity;  but,  not- 
withstanding, we  told  him  that  we 
were  willing  to  instruct  him,  hoping 
that  the  Lord  may  open  his  heart. 
We  gave  him  several  tracts.  He 
told  us  that  he  wants  temporal  assist- 
ance, but  we  gave  him  the  reasons 
why  we  cannot  give  him  any.  In 
the  afternoon  our  room  loas  crowded 
with  Jews  who  wanted  books.  We 
gave  to  thc'.n  as  many  as  we  thought 
to  be  useful.  However,  these  visits 
are  only  for  getting  tracts:  as  soon 
as  we  find  it  good  to  leave  off  froni 
distributing  them,  the  number  of 
Jews  disappear.  To-day  we  received 
letters  from  Kcenigsberg  and  Bremen. 
In  the  latter  town  the  active  pastor, 
Mallet,  embraced  the  opporluifity  of 
the  baptism  of  a young  Israelite,  who 
was  baptized  by  the  Rev.  M.  Muller, 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  a Jewish 
Society  at  that  place,  after  he  had 
addressed  the  assembly  in  a very 
affectionate  way,  and  laid  before 
them  how  the  Christians  owe  all 
benefits  to  Israel,  and  how  little  we 
show  our  gratitude  for  if,  but  on 
the  contrary,  hostility ; and  explained 
to  them  the  spiritual  misery  which 
is  prevailing  among  the  Jews  in  Po- 
land and  Russia.  Many  Christians 
subscribed  immediately,  and  a con- 
siderable sum  was  collected  at  the 
door.  Mr.  J.,  a young  Englishman, 
has  likewise  been  very  active  for  this 
matter.  Praise  be  to  the  Lord  for 
ever  and  ever.  Amen.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  were  disappointed  in  our 
expecting  that  some  temporal  as- 
sistance might  be  given  to  the  two 
young  Israelites  B.  and  L.  both  from 
B.  and  K.  From  the  former  place 
we  were  informed,  that  no  temporal 
assistance  should  be  given,  and  from 
the  latter,  that  these  young  men 
cannot  be  received  in  K.,  for  several 
reasons.  However,  the  Lord  will 
provide.  From  K.  we  were  likewi.se 
informed,  that  three  chests  of  hooks 
were  arrived  from  our  Society,  and 
since  the  intended  school  for  Jewish 
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children  has  not  been  established,  the 
Society  at  K,  will  not  he  able  to 
make  use  of  them,  and  therefore  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Weiss  asked  us  whether  we 
can  make  use  of  some  of  them.  We 
are  very  glad  that  this  opportunity 
is  offered  to  us,  and  shall,  without 
delay,  have  sent  a quantity  of  them, 
if  these  chests  contain  Polish  Hebrew 
and  Hebrew  New  Testaments,  and 
Polish,  German,  and  Hebrew  tracts. 

Thursday,  5th.  W.  spoke  this 
morning  for  a long  while  to  a number 
of  Jews,  on  the  consequen.ee  of  the 
real  knowledge  of  Messiah.  Some 
seemed  to  feel  the  truth  of  what  he 
said.  In  the  afternoon  we  were  like- 
wise much  engaged.  Several  gentle- 
men of  the  commission  of  the  county 
had  the  kindness  to  visit  us. 

Friday,  fith.  Jews  went  to  and 
fro  from  the  morning  till  the  even- 
ing, so  that  we  could  not  write  our 
letter  without  many  interruptions, 
and  were  therefore  obliged  to  take 
the  night  for  finishing  it. 

Our  dear  brethren  in  Stansted  will 
be  furnished  with  a good  deal  of 
veri/  useful  knowledge  of  the  Talmud, 
if  they  can  spare  a.  portion  of  their 
time  for  the  study  of  Eisenmenger’s 
Disclosed  Judaism,  (Eisenmenger’s 
entdecktes  Judenthum).  We  find 
tliis  work  very  useful  for  us. 

■ L.  Hoff. 

G.  Wendt. 


JOURNEY  OF  THE  REV.  MESSRS. 

SARGENT  AND  EVANSON. 

On  Sunday,  September  14th,  last, 
the  Rev.  J.  Sargent  preached  two 
Sermons  for  the  Society,  at  the 
Church  of  the  Rev.  Matthew  Vicars, 
(Exeter),  at  each  of  which  collections 
were  made.  The  following  Tuesday, 
Sept.  16,  the  Anniversary  of  the 
Devon  and  Exeter  Association  was 
held,  in  the  spacious  room  of  the 
London  Inn,  and  attended  by  a large 
and  most  respectable  assembly.  The 
absence  of  Sir  John  Kennaway,  Pre- 
sident, was  happily  apologized  for, 
by  his  son,  J.  Kennaway,  Esq.  who 
expressed  his  father’s  regret  at  the 
unavoidable  detention,  as  well  as  his 
lively  interest  in  the  prosperity  of 


the  Association.  The  Rev.  Matthew 
Vicars  having  taken  the  Chair,  a 
gratifying  Report  was  read  by  Mr. 
Sloraan,  Secretary,  and  the  Meeting 
addressed  by  J.  Kennaway,  Esq.  and 
Colonel  Young;  Venerable  Arch- 
deacon Grace,  (from  Ireland),  and 
Rev.  W.  A.Evanson;  Rev.  J.  Sargent, 
and  Major  Richardson ; Rev.  J. 
Holmes,  and  Rev.  J.  Marriott,  (of 
Broad  Clyste).  A marked  attention 
was  manifested,  and  a collection 
of  nearly  <€20.  was  made  at  the 
doors. 

The  deputation  proceeded  thence 
to  Plymouth  : when  a public  Meeting 
was  held  on  Thursday,  Sept.  18,  at 
the  Royal  Hotel,  numerously  and 
respectably  attended.  Captain  Wise, 
R.  N.  presided.  The  Report  was  read 
by  the  Secretary,  Captain  Thickness, 
R.  N.,  and  Resolutions  severally 
moved,  by  Rev.  Messrs.  T.  Hitchins, 
J.  Sargent,  — Golding,  W.  A.  Evan- 
.son,  — Nantes,  Lieut.  Rhinde,  R.N., 
and  Mr.  Cresswell.  The  statements 
seemed  to  produce  a strong  impres- 
sion upon  the  Meeting,  and  a col- 
lection was  made  of  nearly  <€S. 

On  the  following  evening,  Friday, 
Sept.  19,  the  Plymouth  Dock  Asso- 
ciation held  its  Anniversary  in  the 
Town  Hall,  Dock.  The  Rev.  T. 
Hitchins  in  the  chair.  The  attend- 
ance was  remarkably  good  ; and  the 
Meeting  addressed  by  nearly  the  same 
persons  as  at  Plymouth,  and  with 
equally  gratifying  results  : about  £5. 
was  collected  at  the  doors. 

On  Sunday,  Sejit.  21,  Sermons 
were  preached,  morning  and  evening, 
by  the"  Rev.  W.  A.  Evanson,  at  St. 
John’s,  Plymouth  Dock,  (Rev. 
'P.  Hitchins,  .Minister).  Collections 
amounting  nearly  to  <€15.  Rev.  Mr. 
Sargent  preached  in  the  morning  at 
St.  Andrew’s,  Plymouth,  (Rev.  Mr. 
Gandy,  Vicar),  (no  collection),  and  at 
Stonehouse  Chapel  in  the  evening, 
collection  about  <€4. 

On  Friday,  Sept.  26.,  the  Anni- 
versary of  the  Dorchester  Ladies’ 
Association,  was  held  in  the  Town 
Hall,  Dorchester.  Robert  Williams, 
Esq.  of  Bridehead,  M.  P.  in  the 
chair.  The  attendance,  though  not 
numerous,  consisted  of  persons  of  the 
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first  respectability,  amongst  whom 
was  W.  Moreton  Pitt,  Esq.  M.  P. 
for  Dorsetshire,  and  a Moor,  Sadi 
Orabach  Boubi,  who  listened  with 
ranch  attention  to  the  proceedings. 
An  admirable  Report  was  read  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Jackson,  Secretary,  and 
the  Meeting  addressed  at  some  length, 
by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Sargent  and 
Evanson,  after  whom,  a few  appro- 
priate observations  were  made  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Richman,  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Onslow,  and  the  sum  of  £\a.  col- 
lected.— The  same  evening  sermons 
were  preached  by  the  Rev.  W.  A. 
Evanson,  at  St.  Peter’s,  Dorchester, 
(Rev.  Mr.  Colson,  Vicar);  aivd  at 
Poole  by  the  Rev.  J.  Sargent.  The 
collections  at  both  amounted  to 
nearly  ,£20. 

On  Saturday,  Sept.  27,  Me.ssrs. 
Sargent  and  Evanson  proceeded  to 
Sherborne,  from  whence  Mr.  Sargent 
went  on  to  Bruton,  in  order  to 
preach  at  Bruton  and  Pilcoinbe  on 
the  following  Sunday,  Sept.  28.  Mr. 
Evanson  remained  at  Sherborne,  and 
preached  that  evening,  (Saturday,) 
at  Milbourne  Port,  (Rev.  Mr.  Owens, 
Vicar),  sum  collected,  £b.  10».  and 
the  next  day,  Sunday,  September  28, 
at  Sherborne,  in  the  morning,  (Rev.  J, 
Parsons,  Curate),  collection  1.  6s, 
and  at  Yeovil  in  the  afternoon,  (Rev. 
T.  Phelips,  Vicar),  collection  about 
£\0.  Collections  at  Bruton  and  Pit- 
combe,  £8. 

Mess.  Sargent  and  Evanson  would 
take  this  opportunity  of  returning 
their  warmest  thanks,  in  their  own, 
and  in  the  name  of  the  London  So- 
ciety, to  the  several  friends  who  re- 
ceived and  entertained  them  with 
such  kind  and  Christian  hospitality, 
and  to  whose  valuable  assistance  they 
are  deeply  indebted  for  furthering 
the  olyects  of  their  journey.  They 
would  also  express  their  conviction, 
that  the  cause  of  the  Society  is  de- 
cidedly on  the  advance,  in  those 
places  which  they  have  visited  : that 
its  friends  are  increasing  in  number, 
and  strengthening  in  attachment, 
and  that  there  prevails  a daily  ex- 
tending opinion,  that  the  conversion 
of  God’s  ancient  people,  to  the  faith 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  is  essen- 


tially interwoven  with  the  prosperity 
and  glory  of  His  Churcu. 


ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  NOR- 
WICH AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 

The  Sixth  Anniversary  of  this  .So- 
ciety was  held  in  St.  Andrew’s  Hall, 
on  Thursday,  October  9th,  on  which 
occasion.  Rev.  F.  Bevan  took  the 
Chair. 

An  excellent  Report  having  been 
read  by  Rev.  Mr.  Day,  one  of  the 
Secretaries,  Resolutions  were  seve- 
rally moved  and  seconded  by  Rev. 
Messrs.  Simeon,  Marsh,  Evanson, 
Ruell,  Girdlestone,  Barker,  Dr.  Pin- 
kerton, and  Mr.  Youngman,  (a  re- 
spectable Dissenter,)  who  ably  moved 
a resolution  in  favour  of  the  circula- 
tion of  the  Hebrew  Testament.  The 
meeting  was  numerously  and  respect- 
ably attended. 

Another  Meeting  was  held  in  the 
boy’s  school-room,  Tombland,  on 
Friday  evening,  the  llth  instant,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  information 
respecting  the  operations  of  the  So- 
ciety to  the  weekly  contributors,  and 
others,  who  could  not  attend  the 
Annual  Meeting  in  the  Hall.  This 
meeting  was  numerously  attended, 
and  seemed  to  feel  more  deeply  than 
ever  the  vast  importance  of  the  cause 
which  it  was  assembled  to  support. 

Sermons  were  preached,  and  col- 
lections made,  at  the  following 
churches : — 

At  St.  Augustine,  (for  Hebrew  Tes- 
tament Fund)  by  Rev.  W.  Marsh, 
£7.  17s.  4Jd. 

At  St.  Gregory,  Rev.  Mr.  Simeon, 
£8.  4s.  3rf. 

At  St.  Michael  at  Plea,  by  Rev. 
Messrs. Evanson  &Ruell,£4. 10s.  1 

At  St.  Edmonds,  by  Rev.  D.Rucll, 
£5. 

At  St.  Lawrence,  in  the  afternoon, 
by  Rev.  D.  Ruell,  £ 10.  13s.  Id. 

At  St.  Lawrence,  in  the  evening, 
by  Rev.  D.  Ruell,  £7.  12s. 

The  Sermons  were  well  attended, 
and  a great  interest  was  excited  at 
several  of  them  by  the  attendance  of 
a number  of  Jews,  who  heard  with 
respectful  attention  and  lively  in- 
terest, what  was  delivered  to  them 
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selves,  and  respecting  their  nation. 
Some  of  them  who  attended  had  pre- 
viously applied  to  an  active  friend  of 
the  cause  for  some  of  the  publica- 
tions of  the  Society,  and  evidently 
appeared  concerned  for  their  spiri- 
tual welfare.  The  collections,  alto- 
gether, amounted  to  nearly  £.  65 ; 
and  the  cause  appears  to  be  taking 
root  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
Having  begun  to  pray  for,  and  seek 
the  peace  of  Jerusalem,  may  they 
share  in  the  blessing  promised  — 
“ They  that  love  thee  shall  prosper.” 
On  his  return  home,  Mr.  Kuell  was 
invited  by  the  Rev.  H.  Blunt,  Vicar 
of  Clare,  Suffolk,  who  had  lately  be- 
come a member  of  the  Society,  and 
kindly  ofifered  his  church  to  preach 
on  Tuesday  afternoon,  the  14th  inst. 
Notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  the  Sermon  was  nume- 
rously and  respectably  attended. 
There  were  present  six  clergymen. 
The  collection  amounted  to  £l  t.  Is, 


ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  BRISTOL 
AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  above 
Auxiliary  Society  was  held  in  the 
Great  Room,  on  Thursday,  the  16th 
of  October,  and  was  numerously  at- 
tended. 

The  Chair  was  taken  by  Arthur 
Fowkes,  Esq.  and  an  excellent  Re- 
port read  by  the  Rev.  J.  Glover, 
Secretary  of  the  Society. 

Resolutions  were  moved  and  se- 
conded in  the  following  order,  by  G, 
Thorne,  Esq.  and  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Haw- 
frey  ; the  Rev.  T.  T.  Biddulph,  and 
the  Rev.  G.  Hamilton  ; the  Hon.  and 
Rev.  T.  Powys,  and  the  Rev.  F.  El- 
wyn;  the  Rev.  M.  Brodie,  and  Rev. 
W.  A.  Evanson  ; Major  Mackworth, 
and  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Stewart;  Mr.  She- 
riff Pinney,  and  the  Rev.  W.  Day. 

Sermons  were  preached  by  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Stewart,  Evanson,  Hamil- 
ton, and  Hawtrey,  at  the  following 
churches: — At  St.  James’s,  St.  Wer- 
hurghs,  St.  Philip’s,  St.  Thomas’s, 
St.  Michael’s,  St.  Mary  Rcdcliffe, 
Temple,  and  Bedminster. 

The  Collections  generally  exceeded 
those  of  the  last  year. 


ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  GLOU- 
CESTER AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 

The  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at 
the  Tolsey,  on  Tuesday,  the  2 1st  of 
October.  The  Hon.  and  Right  Rev. 
the  Lord  Bishop  of  Gloucester  in  the 
Chair. 

An  interesting  Report  was  read  by 
the  Rev.  T.  Maitland,  one  of  the 
Secretaries,  and  Resolutions  moved 
and  seconded  as  follows  ; — By  Major- 
General  Prole,  and  the  Rev.  C.  S. 
Hawtrey;  Captain  Jenkinson,  R.  N. 
and  the  Rev.  J..Whish;  Captain  Haw- 
ker, R.  N.  and  the  Rev.  George  Ha- 
milton ; T.  Newenham,  Esq.  and  the 
Rev.  T.  Kenipthornc;  Dr.  Baron, 
M.  D.  and  the  Rev.  W.  Marsh:  T.  L. 
Walcot,  Esq.  and  the  Rev.  T.  Hali. 

Sermons  were  preached  the  pre- 
ceding Sunday  by  the  Rev.  W.  Marsli, 
and  T.  Maitland ; and  by  the  Rev. 
G.  Hamilton  on  the  Tuesday  evening. 


ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  HERE- 
FORD ASSOCIATION. 

The  Annual  Meeting  was  held  in 
the  Town-Hall,  at  Hereford,  on  Thurs- 
day, the  23d  of  October.  The  Rev. 

J.  Strahan  in  the  Chair. 

Resolutions  were  moved  and  se- 
conded by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Neville, 
Gipps,  Hamilton,  Marsh,  Hawtrey, 
James,  and  Barnes.  £4\.  was  col- 
lected at  the  door. 

A Sermon  was  preached  on  the  pre-  ’ 
ceding  evening  by  the  Rev.  C.  S. 
H:iw  trey. 

The  deputation  afterwards  pro- 
ceeded to  Worcester,  where  a Meet- 
ing of  the  Ladies’ Association,  formed 
during  the  visit  of  the  Rev.  A.  S. 
Thelwall  last  year,  was  held  in  the 
Town-Hall.  It  was  numerously  and 
respectably  attended.  The  Rev.  Digby 
Smith,  Rector  of  St.  Martyn’s,  kindly 
took  the  Chair  on  the  occasion. 

Resolutions  were  moved  and  se- 
conded by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Davis, 
Morgan,  Havergat,  Hamilton,  Haw- 
trey, Marsh,  and  Evanson,  and  by 
Captain  Sherwood,  and  J.  Arden, 
Esq. 

A Sermon  was  preached  the  same 
Evening  by  the  Rev.  W.  Evanson, 
and  on  the  following  Sunday,  Ser- 
mons were  also  preacherl  by  the  Rev. 
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Messrs.  Hatnlllon  .ind  Hawlrey.  C«I- 
lectiou,  after  the  Meetiii;^,  £.  17. — 
After  the  Sermon,  by  Mr.  Evursoii, 
£1.  17s.  After  ditto,  by  Mr.  Ha- 
milton, £2d.  After  ditto,  by  Mr. 
Hawtrey,  £ 18.  10s. 

The  Rev.G.  Hamilton  also  preached 
at  Cheltenham, and  the  Rev.  W.Evan- 
son  at  Monmouth.  At  the  latter 
jtlace,  the  collections  amounted  to 
nearly  i?.  17;  and  a small  party  of 
Ladies  assembled  <>n  the  following 
morning,  when  the  foundation  of 
a Female  Association  was  laid,  which 
we  trust  will  (like  that  of  Worcester) 
prove  in  due  time  an  efficient  help, 
under  God’s  blessing,  to  our  cause. 


BAPTISM  OF  ANOTHER,  JEW  AT  THE 

EPISCOPAL  jews’  chapel. 

On  Sunday  evening,  October  3,  a 
converted  Jew,  <t  native  of  Poland, 
was  baptized  in  the  presence  of  a nu- 
merous Congregation,  at  the  Epis- 
copal Jews’  Chapel.  He  left  Poland 
early  in  life,  and  had  for  many  years 
trawiled  as  a merchant  in  various 
countries.  His  attention  having  been 
called  to  the  subject  of  Christianity, 
he  resolved  to  examine  the  Scrip- 
tures for  himself,  and  spent  the  whole 
time  of  his  last  voyage  from  Jamaica 
to  England,  in  comparing  the  Old 
and  New  Testament  together,  with 
an  earnest  desire  to  be  led  into  the 
truth.  The  result  was  what  will  ever 
be  the  case  with  the  sincere  enquirer, 
that  he  was  convinced  that  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  was  the  Messiah  of  whom 
Moses  and  the  Prophets  did  write, 
and  in  Him  he  found  a Saviour  ex- 
actly suited  to  the  necessities  of  his 
awakened  soul.  After  his  arrival  in 
England,  Jje  spent  two  months  more 
in  the  diligent  study  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, when  he  became  earnestly  de- 
sirous of  making  a public  profession 
of  his  faith.  Not  knowing  what 
course  to  pursue  he  went  to  the 
house  of  the  Rector  of  a Parish  in 
London,  at  whose  church  he  had 
attended  on  the  Sabbath  days,  but 
was  told  he  had  left  town,  and  would 


not  return  for  a fortnight.  Having 
heard  of  the  existence  of  a Missi- 
onary Society,  he  then  enquired  and 
was  directed  to  the  house  of  the 
London  Missionary  Society,  and  made 
known  his  case  to  the  Assistant  Se- 
cretary of  that  Institution.  Being 
told  by  him  that  he  had  better  make 
applicatiou  to  the  Jews’  Sociely,  he 
replied,  “ Why  should  you  wish  to 
send  me  to  the  Jews,  when  it  is  my 
earnest  wish  to  become  a Christian  r” 
The  Secretary  soon  rectified  his  mis- 
take by  explaining  the  nature  of  the 
London  Society,  and  ga\e  him  a note 
of  introduction  to  the  Chaplain  of 
the  Episcopal  Jews’  Chapel  ; a satis- 
factory testimony  to  his  former  char- 
acter was  obtained,  and  it  appearing 
after  much  examination,  that  there 
were  sufficieut  grounds  to  hope  he 
was  now  through  the  grace  of  God, 
a sincere  t)cliever  in  all  the  funda- 
mental doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  and 
truly  desirous  of  devoting  himself 
to  the  service  of  his  Saviour,  the 
ordinance  of  baptism  was  adminis- 
tered to  him.  The  evening  of  the 
Typical  Lecture  was  chosen  for  the 
otreasion,  and  a still  more  numerous 
assembly  of  Jews  than  before  were 
present  at  the  solemnity. 


DEPARTURE  OF  THE  REV.  C.  NEAT, 
AND  DR.  CLARKE,  FOR  GIBRALTAR. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Neat,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  and  Dr.  Clark,  an 
Irish  physician,  sailed  on  the  10th 
of  October,  for  Gibraltar,  where  they 
will  remain  some  time,  and  then 
proceed  to  Leghorn.  Dr.  Clark  goes 
out  oil  his  own  account,  but  being 
anxious  to  be  made  useful  in  pro- 
moting our  cause,  he  has  requested 
to  be  considered  as  an  agent  of  our 
Society. 


Subject  for  the  Lecture  on  the 
Types  of  the  Old  Testament,  at  the 
Episcopal  Jews’  Cbapel,  on  Sunday 
Evening,  Nov.  2d. — Moses  a Type 
OF  THE  Messiah. 


ERRATUM. 

In  our  last,  p.  414,  after  a Sermon  at  Bradford,  by  Rev.  C.  Simeon,  for 
.£10.  5s.  fid.  read  j^lD.  14s.  fid. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  LONDON  SOCIETY. 

Boyes,  Mrs.  Charterhouse-square,  collected  by  her 2 12 

Carnegie,  Lady,  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Stewart  (For  Palestine  Fund)  5 0 

Do.  Miss,  do do 1 0 

Friend,  by  Mr.  Crickmer  1 o 

Hamilton,  Alex.  H.  Esq.  the  Retreat,  near  Topsham,  Devon..  10  10 

Hopkins,  Miss,  collected  by  her  1 g 

Jones,  Miss,  do.  do 1 o 

Lady,  by  Rev.  J.  Arundel,  Scotch  Church,  Swallow-Street 2 2 

Tatlock,  Mrs.  collected  by  her 1 o 

’ Bedford  Society,  by  C.  Dumelow,  Esq, 55  0 

Bristol  do.  by  W.  L.  Glover 

For  General  Purposes  ....  S7  10  0 

For  Schools 10  0 

For  Hebrew  Testament  ..15  4 0 


Bristol  Ladies’  do (For  Schools) 

Bruton,  Somerset,  (Rev.  W.  Cozens,  Perpetual  Curate)  collected 
after  a sermon  by  Rev.  John  Sargent 
Clare,  Suffolk,  (Rev.  H.  Blunt,  Vicar)  do  do.  by  Rev.  D.  Ruell 
Derby  & Derbyshire,  Bonsall,  &c.  Society,  by  Rev.  Robt.  Simpson 

Dorchester  Ladies’  Society,  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Jackson  

Do.  Sherborne  do.  by  the  Misses  A.  & H.  Spratt  

Exeter  Ladies’  do.  by  Miss  F.  E.  Woollcoinbe 

Gloucestershire  Society,  by  A.  Maitland,  Esq. 

For  General  Purposes  ....  30  15  1 

For  Hebrew  Testament  ...  C 19  6 


103  14 
46  6 

5 0 
10  11 
20  0 
72  0 

11  8 
27  10 


37  14 

Gosport  do.  by  Rev.  Richard  Bingham 2 10 

Hereford  Ladies’ do.  by  Mrs.  Love 75  18 

Kettering  do.  by  Miss  Green  (For  Hebrew  Testament)  8 0 

Latchford  Society,  by  Rev.  R.  W.  Allix  18  0 

Leeds  Ladies’ do.  by  Mrs.  Dixon  70  0 

Liverpool,  by  Wm.  Simmons,  Esq 5 5 

Manchester  Society,  by  S.  Moxon,  Esq 80  11 

Maidstone  do.  by  Mrs.  Prance 6 1 

Marazion,  (Cornwall)  Society,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Townsend 8 17 

Melton  Mowbray,  (Rev.  J.  W.  Shirtcliffe,  Curate)  collected  after 

a sermon  l>y  Rev.  T.  S.  Grimshawe..  11  0 

Millborne  Port,  (Rev.  — Owens,  Vicar)  collected  after  a sermon 

by  Rev.  W.  A.  Evanson  5 10 

Monmouth,  (Rev.  H.  Barnes,  Vicar)  do.  do.  by  do 16  0 

Norwich  and  Norfolk  Society,  by  Rev.  H.  Girdlestone 200  0 

Pitcombe,  Somerset,  (Rev.  J.  Dampier,  Curate)  collected  after  a 

sermon  by  Rev.  John  Sargent  3 0 

Poole,  Dorset,  (Rev.  W.  P.  Jolliffe,  Curate)  do.  do.  by  do.  13  6 

Reading  Ladies’  Society,  by  Mrs.  French 12  2 

Scotland : 

Aberdeen  Jews’  Society,  by  Rev.  John  Murray 20  0 

Ayrshire,  R.  Cuninghame,  Esq.  Sea  Bank  1 0 

Campsie  Bible  and  Missionary  Society,  by  Mr.  R. 

Barclay (For  H.  T.)  5 0 

Dunfermline,  by  G.  1 5 5 

Paisley  and  East  Renfrewshire  Bible  Society,  by  R. 

Burns,  Esq 10  0 

Shaftesbury,  by  Mr.  Jesse  Upjohn  1 5 

Sheffield,  by  R.  Hodgson,  Esq 18  15 

Sherborne,  Dorset,  (Rev.  John  Parsons,  Minister)  collected  after 
a sermon  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Evanson,  deducting  expences 
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